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Fon readers of a mature age and judg- 
ment, there are ſo many excellent trea- 
tiſes on the Evidences of the Chriſtian 
Religion already publiſhed, that it is 
perfectly needleſs to add to their num» 
ber; but it appeared to me, that there 
was ſtill wanting ſomething in a ſhotter, 
a cheaper, a more methodical and famil- 
iar form, This is a time, when it is 

_ peculiarly proper to communicate to 
young people the chief grounds of their 
faith, and to lay the foundations of a 
firm belief in the Chriſtian Revelation; 
leaving it to themſelves to add to theſe 

primary evidences which reaſon fur- 
niſhes in favor of chriſtianity, thoſe 


„ vn e 


further proofs of its truth, which I 
truſt they will hereafter derive from ſtill 
higher and better ſources; from an in- 
timate acquaintance with the ſacred 
writings; from the iluminating and 
ſanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit 
upon their underſtandings and their 
hearts; and from the experimental con- 
viction, which I hope they will hereafter 
have, of the divine efficacy of the goſ- 
pel in purifying their affections, in reme- 
dying the diſorders of their corrupt na- 
ture, and in communicating to them 
thoſe two invaluable bleſſings, peace of 
conſcience, and holineſs of life. 
- In a concern of ſuch infinite import- 
ance, no ſpecies of evidence ought to be 
diſcouraged, depreciated, or withheld. 
And at this time more particularly, 
when new compendiums of infidelity, 
and new libels on chriſtianity are diſ- 
perſed continually, with indefatigable 
induſtry, through every part of the 
kingdom, and every claſs of. the com- 


n it ſcams: gy expedient to 
meet theſe hoſtile attempts with publi- 
_ cations of an oppoſite tendency, and to 
fortify the minds of thoſe who are juſt 


5 entering into the world, by plain and 


conciſe ſtatements of the principal ar- 
guments in favor of chriſtianity, againſt 
the efforts that will be made to miſlead 
their judgments, corrupt their princi- 
ples, and ſhake their belief 1 in the gol⸗ 
Fenn. NR 
_ Wirn a view thereford of fulfilling 
this duty towards the youth, more im- 
mediately under my care, I have drawn 
up the following little tract. My chief 
object has been to collect together into 


one view, and to compreſs together i in 


a narrow compaſs, all the moſt forcible 
arguments for the truth of our religion, 
which are to be found in our beſt writ- 
ers, with the addition of ſuch obſerva- 
tions of my own as occurred to me in 
the proſecution of the work. All theſe 
I have — under a few ſhort, clear, 
| : 
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diſtin& propoſitions; an arrangement 
which I have always found moſt con- 
venient for the inſtruction: of youth, 
and beſt calculated to aſſiſt their memo- 
ries, to make ſtrong and durable im- 


preſſions on their underſtandings, and 


to render the important truths of 
religion moſt eaſy to be comprehended 
and retained in their minds. After 
this, I would recommend it to my 
young readers, as they advance in life, 
to have recourſe to one or more of the 
well known treatiſes of Grotius, Addi- 
ſon, Clarke, Leſlie, Lardner, Beattie, 
and Paley, on the Evidences of Chriſt- 
ianity; to ſome of whom I am myſelf 
much indebted, and to whoſe maſterly 
writings on that ſubject, this little work 
vas meant only as a kind of elementary 
introduction. 2 7 a 

I musT however warn my young 
diſciples, that when they have, by the 
courſe of reading here ſuggeſted, arriv- 
ed at 2 full conviction of the divine 
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origin of the Chriſtian Religion, they 


muſt not imagine that their taſk is fin- 


iſhed, and that nothing more is required 


at their hands. The moſt. important 


part of their buſineſs ſtill remains to be 
accompliſhed. After being ſatisfied 
that the Chriſtian Religion comes from 
God, their next ſtep is to inquire care- 


fully what that religion is, what the 


doctrines are which it requires to be be- 
lieved, and what the duties which it 
requires to be performed. For this 
purpoſe it may be uſeful for them to 


begin with Gaſtrell's Chriſtian Inſti- 


tutes, and Archbiſhop Secker's Lec- 
tures on the church catechiſm. In the 
firſt they will find the doctrines and 


duties of the Chriſtian Religion ranged 
under their proper heads in the very 


words of ſcripture, and in the other 
they will ſee moſt of them clearly and 


concitely explained by 2 moſt able, pt. 


ous, and judicious divine. After this 


they my proceed to ſtudy the ſcrip. 
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tures themſelves, and more en 
the new teſtament, with the affiſtance 
of Dr. Doddridge's Family Expoſitor, 
to which they ſhould add ſome of the 
ſermons of our beſt divines, Biſhop 


Taylor, Barrow, Sherlock and Secker. 


Waen they have thus learnt what 


Chriſtianity is, and what it demands 
from them, they will feel it to be their 
indiſpenſable duty (as it is unqueſtiona- 


bly their trueſt intereſt) to believe im- 


plicitly all the doctrines, and obey with 


cheerfulneſs all the commands of their 
Maker and Redecmer ; to ſacrifice to 


them, and to their own future eternal 


welfare, all their corrupt paſſions and 
irregular deſires, to preſerve themſelves 
unſpotted from the world, and to im- 
plore the aſſiſtance of divine grace, co- 


operating with their own moſt carneſt 


endeavors, to render their belief in the 
goſpel effectual to the ſanctiſication of 
their hearts, the regulation of their 
lives, and the ſalvation of their ſouls. 


PREFACE. Ix 


I Have only to add, that although 


this little treatiſe is deſigned principally 


for the inſtruction of youth, yet con- 


ſidered 'as a kind of recapitulation of 


the Evidences of Chriſtianity, it may. 


be found of ſome uſe to perſons of a 


more mature age, by refreſhing their 


memories, and bringing back to their 
recollection thoſe proofs of their relig. 


ion which they have formerly read in 


larger and more elaborate works, and 


which they will here ſee brought to- 


gether into one point of view, 
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PRINCIPAL EVIDENCES | 


FOR. TBE 
| TRUTH AND DIVINE o 


OF THE 


CHRISTIAN REVELATION. 


| 3 Lintend to — 


this treatiſe, is to preſent to my young 


tions, and then to prove diſtinctly the 
truth gf each. 75 


1. From conſidering the ſtate of the 


Ff eur Lord upon earth, it is evident 


readers the following ſeries of propoſir 


| heathen world, before the appearance 
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that there was an abſolute neceſſity for a 
revelation of God's will, and, of courſe, 
a great probability beforehand that ſuch 
a revelation would be granted. 

tr. At the very time when there 
was a general expectation in the world 
of ſome extraordinary perſonage mak- 
ing his appearance in it, a perſon 


called Jeſus Chriſt did actually appear 
upon earth, aſſerting that he was the 


Son of God, and that he was ſent from 
heaven to teach mankind true religion; 


and he did accordingly found a religion, 


which from him was called the Chriſt- 
ian Religion, and which has been pro- 
feſſed by great numbers of people from 


III. The books of: the new teſta< 
ment were written by thoſe perſons to 
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whom they are aſcribed, and contain a 


faithful hiſtory of Chriſt and his relig- 


ion: and the account there given of 
both, may be ſecurely relied upon as 
ſtrictly true. 


Iv. The ſcriptures of the old teſta- 
ment (which are connected with thoſe 
of- the new) are the genuine writings 
of thoſe whoſe names they bear, and 
give a true account of the Moſaic diſ- 
penſation, of the hiſtorical facts, the 
divine commands, the moral precepts, 


and the prophecies which they contain. 


v. The character of Chriſt, as rep- 
reſented in the goſpels, affords very 


_ ſtrong ground for believing that he 


was a divine perſon. 


B 
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vi. The ſublimity of his doctrines 


a wk purity of his moral * 
confirm this belief. 


vit. The rapid 15 ſucceſsful propa- 
cation of the goſpel by the firſt teach- 
ers of it, through a large part of the 
world, is a proof that they were favor- 
ed with divine aſſiſtance and ſupport. 


wait. A compariſon betwixt Chriſt 
and Mahomet and their reſpective relig- 


Ions, leads us to conclude, that as the 


religion of the latter was confefledly 
the invention of man, that of the form- 
er was derived from God. 


Ix. The predictions delivered by 
the ancient prophets, and fulfilled in 
our Saviour, ſhow that he was the 


Meſſiah expected by the Jews, and that 


of the cine n Revelation. 1g 
he came into the world by divine ap- 
dointmen to be the great deliverer and 
redeemer of mankind. | h 


. X. The prophecies delivered by our 
Saviour himſelf, prove that he was en- 
dued with the foreknowledge of future 
events, which belongs only to God and 
to thoſe inſpired by him. | 


XI. The miracles performed by our 
Lord, demonſtrate him to have poſſeſſ- 


ed divine power. 


x11. The reſurrection, of our Lord 
from the dead, is a fact fully proved by 
the cleareſt evidence, and is the ſeal and 
confirmation of his divinity and of the 
truth of his religion. - 
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Theſe are the ſeveral points I ſhall 
undertake to prove in the following 
pages : and if theſe are clearly made 
out, there can be nothing more wanting 
to ſatisfy every - reaſonable man, that 
the Chriſtian Religion is a true revela- 
tion from God. 


a 
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| PROPOSITION L 


From confuleringthe ſtate of the heathen 


_ evorld; before the appearance” of our Lord 


pon eatth, it is evident that there was att 
abſolute neceſſity for a divine revelation - of 
God's will, and, of courſe, a great” probaz 
bility beforchand, that ſuch a revelation 
would be granted. 


Tur who are acquainted with 
ancient hiſtory, know perfectly well 
that there is no one fact more certain 
and more notorious than this: That for 
many ages before our Saviour appeared 
upon earth, and at the time he actually 
did appear, the whole heathen world, 
even the politeſt and moſt civilized, and 
moſt learned nations, were, with a very 
few exceptions, ſunk in the moſt deplo- 
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rable ignorance of every ching relating 
to God and to religion; in the groſſeſt 
ſuperſtition and idolatry, and in the 
moſt abominable corruption and deprav- 
ity of manners. They neither under- 
ſtood the true nature of God, nor the 
attributes and perfections which belong 
to him, nor the worſhip that was accept- 
able to him, nor the moral duties which 
he requried from his creatures; nor had 
they any clear notions or ſirm belief of 
the immortality of the ſoul, and a ſtate 
of rewards and puniſhments in another 
life. They believed the world to be 
under the direction of a vaſt multitude 
of gods and goddeſſes, to whom they 
aſcribed the worſt paſſions and the worſt 
vices that ever diſgraced human nature. 
They worſhipped alſo dead men and 
women, birds and beaſts, inſects and 
reptiles, (eſpecially that moſt odious 


. of the Chriſtian . rg 5 D .. 


PT diſguſting reptile the ſerpent) to- 
gether with an infinite number of idols, 
the work of their own hands, from va- 
rious materials, gold, ſilver, wood, and 
ſtone. With reſpect to their own con- 
duct, they were almoſt univerſally ad - 
dicted to the moſt ſhocking and abom- 
inable vices; even many of their ſo 
emn religious ceremonies and acts of 


devotion were ſcenes of the groſſeſt 
ſenſuality and licentiouſneſs. Others 


of them were attended with the moſt 
ſavage and cruel ſuperſtitions, and ſome-* 


times even with human ſacrifices. 


The deſcription given of the ancient 
Pagans by St. Paul, in the firſt chapter 
of his epiſtle to the Romans, is ſtrictly 
and literally true. © They were filled 
with all unrighteouſneſs, fornication, 
wickedneſs, covetouſneſs, uncleanneſs, 
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maliciouſneſs, full of envy, murder, 


debate, deceit, malignity; whnſperers; 
backbiters, haters of God, defpiteful, 
proud, boaſters, inventors of evil things, 
diſobedient to parents, without under- 
ſanding, covenant: breakers, without 
natural affection, implacable, unmerci- 
ful. * | f 3 


Theſe are not the mere general de- 


clamations of a pious man- againſt the 


wickedneſs of the times; they are 
faithful and exact pictures of the man- 


ners of the age, and they are fully and 


amply confirmed by contemporary hea- 


then writers. They are applied alſo to 


a people, highly civilized, ingenious, 
learned, and celebrated for their profi- 
ciency in all liberal arts and ſciences. 
What, then, muſt have been the de- 
pravity of the moſt barbarous nations, 
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| when ſuch were the morals of the moſt 
polite and virtuous ? 


There were, it is true, among all 
the ancient nations, and eſpecially a- 
mong the Greeks and Romans, ſome 
wiſe and comparatively good men, call- 
ed philoſophers, who had juſter notions 
of morality and religion than the reſt 
of the world, and preſerved themſelves 
to a certain degree unpolluted by the 
general corruption of the times. But 
theſe were few in proportion to the 
great bulk of mankind, and were utter- 
ly unable to produce any conſiderable 
change in the prevailing principles and 
manners of their countrymen. They 

themſelves had but very imperfect and 


erroneous notions reſpecting the nature 


and attributes of God, the worſhip he 
required, the duties and obligations of 
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morality, the method of God's, govern- 
ing the world, his deſign in creating 
mankind, the original dignity of human 
nature, the ſtate of corruption and de- 


pravity into which it afterwards fell; 


the particular mode of divine interpoſts 
tion neceſſary for the recovery of the 
human race ; the means of regaining 
the favor of their offended Maker, and 
the glorious end to which God intends 
ed finally to conduct them. Even 
with reſpec to thoſe great and import- 

ant doctrines abovementioned, the im- 


mortality of the ſoul, the: reality of 2 


future ſtate, and the diſtribution of re- 
wards and puniſhments. hereafter, they 
were full of doubt, uncertainty, and 

heſitation ; and rather ardently withedt 
and hoped for, than confidenthy expect. 
ed and believed them. But even what 
they did know with any degree af 
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clearneſs and certainty, they either 
would Not condeſcend, or wanted the 
ability, to render plain and intelligible 
to the lower orders of the people. They 
were deſtitute alſo of proper authority to 
enforce the virtues they recommended ; 
they had no motives to propoſe powerful 
enough to overrule ſtrong temptations 
and corrupt inclinations : their own ex- 
ample, inſtead of recommending their 
precepts, tended to counteract them; 

for it was generally (even in the very 
| beſt of them) in direct oppoſition to 
their doctrines; and the deteſtable vices: 
to which many of them were addicted, 
entirely deſtroyed the efficacy of what 
they taught. 


Above all, they were deſtitute of 
thoſe awful ſanctions of religion, which 
are the moſt effectual reſtraints on the 
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paſſions and vices of mankind, and the 
moſt powerful incentives to virtue, the 
rewards and puniſhments of a future 
ſtate, which form ſo eſſential and im- 
portant a part of the Chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation. - 


There was, therefore, a plain and 
abſolute neceſlity for a divine revelation, 
to reſcue mankind from that gulph of 
ignorance, ſuperſtition, idolatry, wick- 
edneſs, and milery, in which they were 
almoſt univerſally ſunk ; to teach them 
in what manner, and with what kind 
of external ſervice, God might moſt 
acceptably be worſhipped, and what ex- 
piation he would accept for ſin ; to 
give them a full aſſurance of a future 
| Nate and a future judgment; to make 
the whole doctrine of religon clear and 
obvious to all capacities; to add weight 
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and authority to the plaineſt precepts, 


and to furniſh men with extraordinary 


and ſupernatural aſſiſtance, to enable 


them to overcome the corruptions of 
their nature. And ſince it was alſo 
plainly worthy of God, and conſonant 
to all our ideas, of his goodneſs, mercy, 
and compaſſion to the work of his 

own hands, that he ſhould thus enlight- 
en, and aſſiſt and direct the creatures 
he had made, there was evidently much 
ground to expect that ſuch information 


and aſſiſtance would be granted; and 


the wiſeſt of the ancient heathens them- 
ſelves thought it moſt natural and a- 
greeable to right reaſon to hope for 
ſomething of this nature. 


You may give over, ſays Socrates, 

all hopes of amending men's manners 

for the future, unleſs God be pleaſed to 
TT CG 9 5 
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ſend you ſume other perſon to inſtruct 


you ;* and Plato declares, that what- 
ever is right, and as it ſhould be in the 


preſent evil ſtate of the world, can be 
ſo only by the particular interpoſition of 
 God.F Cicero has made ſimilar decla- 


rations ; and Porphyry, who was a 


mot inveterate enemy to the Chriſtian 


Religion, yet confeſſes, that there was 
en ſome univerſal method of deli vor- 


ing men's fouls, which no ſect of Pbilgſ apex 


had ever yet found out. 


Theſe confeſſions of the great ſages 
of antiquity, infinitely outweigh the 
aſſertions of our modern infidels, © that 
human reaſon is fully ſufficient to teach 
man his duty, and enable him to per- 
form it; and that, therefore, a divine 


c 


* Plato in Apolog. Socratis. 
+ Plato de Rep. Re 
1 Auguſtin de Civitate Dei, I. 10. c. 32. 
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revelation was perfectly needleſs.” It 
is true, that, in thepreſent times, a Deiſt 
may have tolerably juſt notions of the 


nature and attributes of the Supreme 
Being, of the worſhip due to him, of 


the ground and extent of moral obliga- 


tion, and even of a future ſtate of re- 


tribution. But from whence does he 
derive thels notions 2 Not Bum the 


diftates of his own uniflifted reaſon, 
but (as the philoſophiſt Rouſſeau him. 
ſelf confefles*) from thoſe very ſcrip- 
tures which he deſpiſes and reviles, 
from the early impreſſions of education, 


from living and converſing in a Chriſt- 
ian country, where thofe doctrines are 


publicly taught; and where, in ſpite of 


himſelf, he imbibes ſome portion of that 


religious knowledge which the ſacred 
writings have every where diffuſed and 


* Vol. ix. p. 71, I2mo. 1764. 
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communicated to the enemies as well as 
the friends of the goſpel. But they 


who were deſtitute of theſe advantages, 


they who had nothing but reaſon to 


direct them, and therefore knew what 
reaſon is capable of doing, when left 


to itſelf, much better than any modern 
infidel (who never was, and never can 


be, preciſely in the ſame predicament ;) 
theſe men uniformly declare, that the 


mere light of nature was not competent 


to conduct them into the road of happi- 


neſs and virtue; and that the only /ure 
and certain guide to carry men well 
through this life was a divine diſcovery 
of the truth.* Theſe conſiderations may 
ſerve to ſhew, that, inſtead of enter- 


taining any unreaſonable prejudices be- 


forchand againſt the poſlibility or proba- 


bility of any divine revelation whatever, 


* Plato in Phzdone. 
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we ought, on the contrary, to be pre- 
vioully prepoſſeſſed in favor of it, and 
to be prepared and open to receive it 
with candor and fairneſs, whenever it 
ſhould come ſupported with ſufficient 
evidence; becauſe, from confi dering 
the wants of man and the mercy of 


God, it appears highly probable that 
ſuch a revelation would feme time or other 


be vouchſafed to mankind. 
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' PROPOSITION I. 


f 1 


* 


Ar the very time when there was a | general 


expectation in the world of ſome extraordi- 
nary * perſonage making his appearance in it, 
a perſon called Feſus Chri ife did actually ap- 
pear upon earth, aſſerting that he was the 
Son of God, and that he came from Heaven 
to teach mankind true religion ; and he did 


accordin gly found a reli gion, whith From: him 


2was called, the Chriſtian Reli gion, and which 
has been profeſſed by great numbers of People 
from that time to the IP: | 


Ir was neceſſary juſt to ſtate this 
propoſition, as the foundation of all 
the reaſoning that is to follow: but the 
truth of it is ſo univerſally acknowl- 
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_ edged, that it requires but very few 
words to be ſaid in ſupport of it. 


| That there was, about the time of 
our Saviour's birth, a general expecta- 
tion ſpread over the eaſtern part of the 


world, that ſome very extraordinary 


perſon would appear in Judæa, is evi- 


dent both from the ſacred hiſtory and 
from Pagan writers. St. Matthew in- 


forms us, that when Jeſus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judæa, there came wiſe 
men (probably men of conſiderable rank 
and learning in their own country) 


from the Eaſt, ſaying, 4 Where is he 
that is born King of the Jews; for we 


have ſeen his ſtar in the Eaſt, and are 
come to worſhip him?“ In confirma- 


tion of this, two Roman hiſtorians, 


Suetonius and Tacitus, aflert that there 
prevailed at that time, over the whole 


2 * 
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— 


Eaſt, an ancient and fixed opinion, that 
there ſhould ariſe out of Judæa a perſon 
who ſhould obtain dominion over the 
world, | 


— 


Cæſar was Emperor of Rome, a perſon 
called Jeſus Chriſt was actually born in 


Judza ; that he profeſſed to come from 
heaven to teach mankind true religion, 


and that he had a multitude of follow- 
ers; the ſacred hiſtorians unanimouſly 


affirm, and feveral heathen authors alfo 


mention the very name of Chriſt, and 
acknowledge that he had a great num- 


ber of diſciples, who from him were 
called Chriſtians. The Jews, though 
profeſſed enemies to our religion, ac- 
knowledge theſe things to be true; 
and none even of the earlieſt Pagans 
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who wrote againſt Chriſtianity, ever 
pretended to queſtion their reality.— . 
Theſe things, therefore, are as certain 
and undeniable as ancient hiſtory, both 
facred and profane, and the concurrent 
teſtimony both of friends and enemies, 
can poſſibly make them. 
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PROPOSITION III. 


Tk books of the New Teſtament were 
 <oritten by thoſe perſons to whom they art af+ 
cribed, and contain @ faithful hiftory of 
Chrift and his religion : and the account there 
given of both, may be ſecurely relied upon as 
/iriftly true. 


Tux books which contain the hiſtory 
of Chriſt and of the Chriſtian Religion, 
are the four goſpels and the acts of the 
Apoſtles. That the goſpels were writ- 
ten by the perſons whoſe name they 
bear, namely, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, there is no more reaſon to 
doubt, than that the hiſtories which we 
have under the names of Xenophon, 
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Livy, or Tacitus, werewritten by * 
authors. 


A great many paſſages are alluded 
to or quoted from the Evangeliſts, ex- 
actly as we read them now, by a regular 
ſucceſſion of Chriſtian writers, from 
the time of the Apoſtles down to this 
hour; and at a very early period their 
names are mentioned as the authors of 
their reſpective goſpels; which is more 
than can be ſaid for any other ancient 
| kiſtorian whatever.* 


Theſe e always been con⸗ 
ſidered by the whole Chriſtian world, 
from the Apoſtolic age, as containing a 
faithful hiſtory of their religion, and 


therefore they ought to be received as 


Lardner's Credibility, b. i. and Paley's. ow hy N | 


dences, vol. 1: 
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ſuch; juſt as We allow the Koran to 
contain a genuine account of the Maho- 
metan religion, and the ſacred books 
of the Bramins to contain a true repre- 
ſentation of the W * 


22That al 125 facts debe i in theſe 

writings, and the accounts given of ev- 
| ery thing our Saviour ſaid and did, are 
alſo ſtrictly true, we have the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial grounds for believing : 


For, in the firſt place, the writers 
had the very beſt means of informa- 
-tion, and could not road be deceived 
themſelves. 


And, in the next place, they could 
have no conceivable inducement for im- 
poſing upon others. 
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St. Matthew and St. John were two 
of our Lord's Apoſtles ; his conſtant 
_ companions and attendants throughout 

the whole of his miniſtry. They were 
actually preſent at the ſcenes which they 
deſcribe ; eye witneſſes of the facts, and 
ear witneſſes of the diſcourſes, which 


they relate. 


St. Mark and St. Luke though not 
themſelves Apoſtles, yet were the con- 
temporaries and companions of Apoſ- 
tles, and in habits of ſociety and friend- 
ſhip with thoſe who had been preſent 
at the tranſactions which they record. 
St. Luke expreſsly ſays this in the be- 
ginning of his goſpel, which opens with 
theſe words: © For as much as many 
have taken in hand to ſet forth in or- 

der a declaration of thoſe things which 
D 
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0 


are moſt ſurely believed amongſt us: 
even as they delivered them unto us, 
which from the beginning were eye wit- 
nefſes and miniſters of the word, it ſeemed 
good to me allo, having had perfect under- 

Standing of all things from the very fir/t, to 
write unto thee, in order, moſt excellent 
Theophilus, that thou mighteſt know 
the certainty of thoſe things wherein 
thou haſt been inſtructed.” St. Luke 
alſo being the author of the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, we have, for the writers of 

| theſe five books, perſons who had the 
moſt perfect knowledge of every thing 
they relate, either from their own per- 

| ſonal obſervation, or from immediate 
communications with thoſe who ſaw 


and heard every thing that paſſed. 


They could not, therefore, be them- 
ſelves deceived ; nor could they have 
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the leaſt inducement, or the leaſt in- 
clination, to deceive others. 


They were plain, honeſt, artleſs, 
unlearned men, in very humble occu- 
pations of life, and utterly incapable of 
inventing or carrying on fuch a reſined 
and complicated ſyſtem of fraud, as the 
Chriſtian Religion muſt have been if it 
was not true. There are, beſides, the 
ſtrongeſt marks of fairneſs, candor, 
ſimplicity and truth throughout the 
whole of their narratives. Their great- 
eſt enemies have never attempted to 
throw the leaſt ſtain upon their charac- 
ters; and how then, can they be ſup- 
poſed capable of ſo groſs an impoſition 
as that of aſſerting and propagating the 
moſt impudent fiction? They could 
gain by it neither pleaſure, profit, nor 
power. On the contrary, it brought 
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upon them the moſt dreadfyl evils, and 
even death itſelf. If, therefore, they, 


were cheats, they were cheats without 
any motive, and without any advantage; 


nay, contrary to every motive and every 
advantage that uſually influence the ac- 
tions of men. They preached a religion 
which forbids falſchood under pain of 
cternal puniſhment, and yet, on this ſup- : 
poſition, they ſupported that religion by 


falſehood ; and whilſt they were guilty 
of the baſeſt and moſt uſeleſs knavery 
themſelves, they were taking infinite 
_ pains, and going through the greateſt 


labor and ſufferings, in order to teach 
honeſty to all mankind. 


Is this credible ? Is this poſſible ? Is 
not this a mode of acting ſo contrary 
to all experience, to all the principles of 
human nature, and to all the uſual mo- 
tives of human conduct, as to exceed 
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the utmoſt bounds of belief, and to 
compel every reaſonable man to reject 
at once ſo monſtrous a ſuppoſition. 


The facts, therefore, related in the 
Goſpels, and in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
even thoſe evidently miraculous, 50 
be true; for the teſtimony of thoſe 
who die for what they aſſert is evidence 
ſufficient to ſupport any miracle what- 
ever. And this opinion of their verac- 
ity is ſtrongly confirmed by the follow- 
ing conſiderations : 


There are, in all the ſacred writings 
of the new teſtament, continual allu- 
ſions and references to things, perſons, 
places, manners, cuſtoms and opinions, 
which are found to be perfectly con- 
formable to the real ſtate of things, at 
that time, as repreſented by diſintereſt- 

D 2 
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| j | ed and contemporary. writers. Had 
| their ſtory been a. forgery, they would , 

4 certainly have been detected in ſome 1 

| | il miſtake or other concerning theſe inci- | 

| ö dental circumſtances, which yet they 

4 | have never once been. ; 

14 Then, as to the facts themſelves ; 
which they relate, great numbers of N 
them are mentioned and admitted both j 


by Jewiſh and Roman hiſtorians ; ſuch 
as the ſtar that appeared at our Sa- 
vour's birth, the journey of the wiſe 
men to Bethlehem, Herod's murder of 


the infants under, two years old, many 
particulars concerning John the Baptiſt 
and Herod, the crucifixion of our Lord 
under Pontius Pilate, and the earth. 
quake and miraculous darkneſs which 
attended it. Nay, even many of the 
miracles which Jeſus himſelf wrought, 
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particularly the curing the lame and 


'blind, and caſting out devils, are, as to 


the matters of fac, expreſsly owned and 
admitted by ſeveral of the earlieſt and 


moſt implacable enemies of Chriſtian- 


ity. For though they aſcribed theſe 
miracles to the aſſiſtance of evil ſpirits, 
yet they allowed that the miracles them- 
{elves were actually wrought.“ 


This teſtimony of. our adverſaries, 
even to the miraculous parts of the ſa- 
cred hiſtory, is the ſtrongeſt poſlible 
confirmation of the truth and authori- 
ty of the whole. 


It is alſo certain, that the books of 
the new teſtament have come down to 
the preſent times without any material 


* Clarke's Evidences of Nat. and Rev. Religion. 
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alteration or corruption ; and that they 
are, in all eſſential points, the ſame as 
they came from the hands of their au- 


thors. 


That in the various tranſcripts of | 
theſe writings, as in all other ancient 
books, a few letters, ſyllables, or even 


words, may have been changed, we do 
not pretend to deny ; but that there 
has been any deſigned or fraudulent 


corruption of any conſiderable part, eſ- 


pecially of any doctrine, or any im- 
portant paſſage of hiſtory, no one has 
ever attempted, or been able to prove. 
Indeed it was abſolutely impoſſible.— 


There can be no doubt but that, as 


ſoonas any of the original writings came 
out of the hands of their authors, great 
numbers of copies were immediately 
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taken, and ſent to all the different chriſt- 
ian churches. We know that they were 
publicly read in the religious aſſemblies 
of the firſt chriſtians. We know, alſo, 
that they were very ſoon tranſlated 
into a variety of foreign languages, and 
theſe ancient verſions (many of which 
{till remain) were quickly diſperſed in- 
| to all parts of the known world ; nay 
ff even ſeveral of the original manuſcripts 
remained to the time of Tertullian, 
at the end of the ſecond century.“ — 
There are numberleſs quotations from 
every part of the new teſtament by 


chriſtian writers, from the earlieſt ages 


don to the preſent, all which ſubſtan- 
tilally agree with the preſent text of the 
J ſacred writings. Beſides which, a vari- 
 cty of ſects and hereſies ſoon aroſe in 

| * Grotius de Ver. 1. 3. f. 2, 
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the chriſtian church, and each of theſe 
appealed to the ſcriptures for the truth 
of their doctrines. It would, therefore, 
have been utterly impoſſible for any one 
ſe& to have made any material altera- 
tion in the ſacred books, withour being 
immediately detected and expoled by 
all the others.* Their mutual jealouſy 
and ſuſpicion of each other would ef- 
fectually prevent any groſs adulteration 
of the ſacred volumes; and with re- 
ſpect to leſſer matters, the beſt and moſt 
able critics have, after the moſt minute 
examination, aſſerted and proved, that 
the holy ſcriptures of the new teſta- 
ment have ſuffered leſs from the injury 
of time, and the errors of tranſcribers, 


* Peattie, Vol. 1. p. 188. 
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than any other ancient writings what- 
ſoever.* 2 


*The ſtyle, too, of the goſpel (ſays the amiable 
and elegant author of the Minſtrel) bears intrin- 
fic evidence of its truth, We find there no ap- 
pearance of artifice or of party ſpirit 3 no at- 
tempt to exaggerate on the one hand, or depre- 
ciate on the other; no remarks thrown in to an- 
ticipate objections; nothing of that caution which 
never fails to diſtinguiſh the teſtimony of thoſe 
who are conſcious of impoſture ; no endeavor to 
reconcile the reader's mind to what may be extra- 
ordinary m the narrative : all is fair, candid, and 
ſimple. The hiſtorians make no reflections of 
their own, but confine themſelves to matter of 
fact, that is, to what they heard and ſaw ; and 
honeſtly record their own miſtakes and faults, as 
well as the other particulars of the ſtory. Beat. 
tie's Evidences. v. I. p. 89. a. | 
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PROPOSITION IV. 


Tk ſcriptures of the old tęſtament, which 
are connected with thoſe of the new, are the 
genuine woritings of thoſe whoſe names they 
bear, and give a true atcount of the moſaic 
diſpenſation, as well as of the hiſtorical facts, 
the divine commands, the moral precepts, and 
the prophecies which they contain. 


Tuar part of the bible, which is 
called the old teſtament, contains a 
great variety of very different compoſi- 
tions, ſome hiſtorical, ſome poetical, 
ſome moral and pexceptive, ſome pro- 
phetical ; written at different times, 
and by different perſons, and collected 
into one volume by the care of the 


Jews. 


6 —— — 
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That theſe books were all written by 
thoſe whoſe names they bear, there is 


not the leaſt reaſonable ground to 
doubt; they have been always conſid- 


ered as the writings of thoſe perſons by 
the whole jewiſh nation (who were 
moſt intereſted in their authenticity, 
and moſt likely to know the truth) 
from the earlieſt times down to the 
preſent : and no proof to the contrary 
has ever yet been produced. 


That theſe writings have come down 
to us in the ſame ſtate in which they 
ere originally written, as to all eſſen- 


tial points, there is every reaſon to be- 


lieve. The original manuſcripts were 


long preſerved among the Jews. A 


copy of the book of the law was pre- 

ferved in the ark ; it was ordered to be 

read publicity every ſeven years, at the 
EE 
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feaſt of the tabernacles, as well as pri- 
vately, and frequently, in every jewiſh 
family. 


I] bere is a copy {till extant, of the 

| five books of Moſes (which are called 
the Pentateuch) taken by the Samari- 
tans, who were bitter enemies to the 
Jews, and always at variance with 
them ; and this copy agrees, in every 
material inſtance, with the jewiſh copy. 


Near three hundred years before 
_ Chriſt, theſe {ſcriptures were tranſlated 
into Greek, and this verſion (called the 
Septuagint) agrees alſo in all eſſential 
articles with the Hebrew original. 
This being very widely ſpread over the 
world, rendered any conſiderable alter- 


ation extremely difficult: and the diſ- 


perſion of the Jews into all the differ- 
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ent regions of the globe, made it next 
" impoſſible. | 


The Jews were always remarkable 
for being moſt faithful guardians of 


their ſacred books, which they tran- 
. tcribed repeatedly, and compared moſt 


carefully with the originals, and of 
which they even numbered the words 


and letters. That they have not cor- 


rupted any of their prophetical writ- 
ings appears from hence; that we 
prove Jefus to be the Meſſiah from ma- 
ny of thoſe very prophecies which 


they have themſelves preſerved; and 


which (if their invincible fidelity to 


their ſacred books had not reſtrained 


them) their hatred to Chriſtianity 
would have led them. to alter or fup- 
preſs. And their credit is ſtill further 


_ eſtabliſhed by this circumſtance, that 
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our Saviour, though he brings many: 
heavy charges againſt the Scribes and 
Phariſees, yet never once accuſes them 
of corrupting or fallifying any one of 
their ſacred writings. 


It is no leſs certain that theſe writings 
give a true and faithful account of the 
various matters which they contain. 
Many of the principal facts and circum- 
ſtances related in them, are mentioned 
by the moſt ancient heathen authors. 
The firſt origin and creation of the 
world out of chaos, as deſcribed by 
Moſes; the formation of the ſun, the 
moon, and the ſtars, and afterwards of 
man himſelf; the dominion given him 
over other animal; the completion of 
this great work in ſix days; the deſtruc- 
tion of the world by a deluge; the cir- 
cumſtances of the ark and the dove; 
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the puniſhment of Sodom by fire ; the 
ancient rite of circumciſion ; many par- 
ticulars relating to Moſes, the giving 
of the law, and the jewiſh ritual ; the 
names of David and Solomon, and their 
leagues with the Tyrians ; theſe things 
and many others of the ſame ſort, are 
expreſsly mentioned, or plainly alluded 
to, in ſeveral Pagan authors of the high- 
eſt antiquity and the beſt credit. And 
2 very bitter enemy of the Jews as well 
as Chriſtians, the Emperor Julian, is, 


by the force of evidence, compelled to 
_ confeſs, that there were many perſons 
among the Jews, divinely inſpired; and 


that fire from heaven deſcended on the 

ſacrifices of Moſes and Elijah. Add to 

this, that the references made to the 

books of the old teſtament, and the 

paſſages quoted from them by our Sa- 

viour and his Apoſtles, i is a plain proof, 
E 2 
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| that they acknowledged the authority 
of thoſe writings, and the veracity of 
their authors. : 


It is true, indeed, that in the hiſtori- 
cal books of the old teſtament, there are 
ſome bad characters and bad actions re- 
corded, and ſome very cruel deeds de- 
ſcribed ; but theſe things are mentioned 


às mere hiſtorical facts, and by no means 


approved or propoſed as examples to. 
others. And excepting. theſe paſſages, 
which are comparatively few in num 
ber, the reſt of thoſe ſacred books, more 
eſpecially Deuteronomy, the Pſalms, 
Proverbs, Ecleſiaſtes, and the Prophets, 
are full of very ſublime repreſcntations 
of God and his attributes; of very cx 
cellent rules for the conduct of life, and 
examples of almoſt every virtue that 
can adorn human nature. And theſe 
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things were written at a time when all 

the reſt of the world, even the wiſcſt, 
and moſt learned, and moſt celebrated 
nations of the earth, were ſunk in the 
groſleſt ignorance of God and religion ; 
were worſhipping idols and brute beaſts, 
and indulging themſelves in the moſt 
abominable vices. It is a moſt ſingular 

circumſtance, that a people in a remote, 

obſcure corner of the world, very infe- 

rior to ſeveral heathen nations in learn- 
ing, in philoſophy, in genius, in ſcience, 
and all the polite arts, ſhould yet be ſo 
infinitely their ſuperiors in their ideas 
of the Supreme Being, and in every 
thing relating to morality and religion. 
This can no otherwiſe be accounted for, 
than on the ſuppoſition of their having 
been inſtructed in theſe things by God 
himſelf, or by perſons commiſſioned 
and inſpired by him; that is, of their 
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having been really favored with thoſe 


divine revelations, which are recorded 
in the books of the old teſtament. 


With reſpect to the prophecies which 
they contain, the truth of a great part 
of theſe has been infallibly proved by 

the exact fulfilment of them in ſubſe- 

quent ages, ſuch as thoſe relating to; 
our Saviour (which will be hereafter 

ſpecified) to Babylon, to Egypt, to E- 

dom, to Tyre and Sidon. But thoſe 

which refer more particularly to the 
diſperſion of the Jews are ſo very nu- 
merous and clear, and the accompliſh-. 
ment of them, in the preſent ſtate of 
the Jews, is a fact which obtrudes itſelf, 
at this moment ſo irreſiſtibly upon our 
ſenſes, that I cannot forbear preſenting 
to the reader ſome of the moſt remark- 
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able of thoſe predictions, as they are 
drawn together by a moſt able writer. 


It was foretold by Moſes, that when 
the Jews forſook the true God, they 
ſhould be removed into all the king- 
doms of the earth, ſhould be ſcattered 
among the heathen, among all people, 
from the one end of the earth even unto 
the other; ſhould become an aſtoniſh- 
ment,a proverb, and a bye word, among 
all nations; andthat among thoſe nations 
they ſhould find no caſe, neither ſhould 
the ſole of their foot have reſt ; but 
the Lord ſhould give them a trembling 
heart, and failing of eyes, and ſorrow 
of mind, and ſend a faintneſs into their 
hearts in the land of their enemies; ſo 
that the ſound of a ſhaken leaf ſhould 
chaſe them.”* The ſame things are 


Deut. 28. 25; Lev. 26. 333 Deut. 4. 27; 


Deut. 28. 64; Deut. 28. 37; Deut. 28. 65 3 | 
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continually predicted through all the 
following prophets: That God would 
diſperſe them through the countries of 
the heathen; that he would ſift them 
among all nations, like as corn is ſifted 
in a ſieve; that in all the kingdoms of 
the earth, whither they ſhould be driv- 
en, they ſhould be a reproach and a 
proverb, a taunt, and a curſe, and an 
aſtoniſhment and a hiſſing; and that 


they ſhould abide many days without 


a king, and without a prince, and with- 
out a ſacrifice, and without an image, 
and without an ephod, and without 
teraphim,”* 


Had any thing like this, in the time 
of Moſes or of the prophets, ever hap- 


pened to any nation, in the world? Or 


Etek 20. 13 11. 15; Amos, g. 9; Jer. 
129. 18; Hoſea 3. 4. g ; 
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was there in nature any probability that 
any ſuch thing ſhould ever happen to 
any people? That when they were con- 


quered by their enemies, and led into 


captivity, they ſhould neither continue 


in the place of their captivity, nor be 


ſwallowed up and loſt among their con- 
querors, but be ſcattered among all the 


nations of the world, and hated and 
perſecuted by all nations for many ages, 


and yet continue a diſtinct people? Or 
could any deſcription of the Jews, writ- 
ten at this day, be a more exact and 


lively picture of the ſtate they have now 


been in for many ages, than theſe pro- 


phetic deſcriptions, eſpecially that of 
Moſes, given more than 3,000 years 
ago.“ 


* Clarke's Evidences, p. 176, 277. 
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PROPOSITION v. 


Trz character of CAR ist, as repreſented 
in the goſpels, affords very ſtrong ground for 


believing that he was a divine perſon. 


W rnoxtver conſiders with attention 
the character of our bleſſed Lord, as it 
may be collected from the various inci- 
dents and actions of his life (for there 
are no labored deſcriptions of it, no 
encomiums upon it, by his own diſci- 
ples) will ſoon diſcover that it was, in 
every reſpect, the moſt perfect that ever 
was made known to mankind. If we 
only ſay of him what even Pilate ſaid 


of him, and what his bittereſt enemies 


cannot and do not deny, that <we can 


find no fault in him, and that the whole 
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tenor of his life was entirely blameleſs 
throughout, this is more than can be 
ſaid of any other perſon that ever came 
into the world. But this .is going a 


very little way indeed in the excellence 


of his character. He was not only free 
from every failing, but poſſeſſed and 
practiſed every imaginable virtue. To- 
wards his heavenly father he expreſſed 
the moſt ardent love, the moſt fervent 
yet rational devotion, and diſplayed in 
his whole conduct the moſt abſolute 
reſignation to his will, and obedience 
to his commands. His manners were 
gentle, mild, condeſcending, and gra- 
cious : his heart overflowed with kind- 
neſs, compaſſion, and tenderneſs to the 
whole human race. The great employ - 
ment of his life was to do good to the 


bodies and ſouls of men. In this all 


his thoughts and all his time were con- 
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ſtantly and almoſt inceſſantly occupied. 


He went about diſpenſing his bleſſings 


to all around him in a thouſand differ- 
ent ways; healing diſeaſes, relieving 
infirmities, correcting errors, removing 
prejudices, promoting piety, Juſtice, 


charity, peace, harmony, among men, 


and crowding into the narrow compaſs 
of his miniſtry more acts of mercy. and 
compaſſion than the longeſt life of the 
moſt benevolent man upon earth ever 
yet produced. Over his own paſſions he 
bad obtained the moſt complete com- 


mand; andthough his patience was con- 


tinually put to the ſevereſt trials, yet he 
was never once overcome, neveronce be- 


trayed into any intemperance or exceſs 


in word or deed, never once ſpake un- 
adviſedly with his lips.” He endured the 


cCruelleſt inſults from his enemies with the 
utmoſt compoſure, m2ekneſs, patience, 
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and reſignation ; diſplayed the moſt aſ- 


toniſhing fortitude under a moſt pain- 


ful and ignominious death ; and, to 
crown all, in the very midſt of his tor- 
ments on the croſs, implored forgive- 
neſs for his murderers in that divinely 
charitable prayer, „Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.“ 


Nor was his wiſdom inferior to his 
virtues. The doctrines he taught were 


the moſt ſublime and the moſt import- 


ant that were ever before delivered to 
mankind, and every way worthy: of 
that God, from whom he profeſſed to 
derive them, and whoſe Son he declar- 
ed himſelf to be. 


His precepts inculcated the pureſt and 
moſt perfect morality ; his diſcourſes 
were full of dignity and wiſdom, yet 
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intelligible and clear ; his parables con- 
veyed inſtruction in the moſt pleaſing, 


familiar, and impreſſive manner; and 


his anſwers to the many inſidious queſ- 


tions that were put to him, ſhewed 


uncommon quickneſs of conception, 


ſoundneſs of judgment, and preſence of 


mind, completely baffled all the artifices 
and malice of his enemies, and enabled 
him to elude all the ſnares that were 
laid for him. It appears then, even 
from this ſhort and imperfect ſketch of 


our Saviour's character, that he was, 


beyond compariſon, the wiſeſt and moſt 
virtuous perſon that ever appeared; 
and even his bittereſt enemies allow 
that he was ſo. If, then, he was con- 
fefledly ſo great and ſo good a man, it 
unavoidably follows that he muſt be, 


what he pretended to be, a divine per- 


ſon, and of courſe his religion alſo muſt 
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be divine; for he certainly laid claim 
to a divine original. He aſſerted, that 
he was the Sen of God; that he and 
his religion came from heaven; and 
that he had the power of working mir- 
acles. If this was not the caſe, he muſt, 
in a matter of infinite importance, have 
afferted what had no foundation in 
truth. But is ſuch a ſuppoſition as 
this in the ſmalleſt degree credible ? 
1s it probable, is it conceivable, is it 
conſiſtent with the general conduct of 
man, is it reconcileable with the ac- 
knowledged character of our Lord, to 


ſuppoſe, that any thing but truth could 


proceed from him whom his very en- 


emies allow to have been in every re- 


ſpect (and of courſe in point of veraci- 

ty) the beſt and moſt virtuous of men? 

Was it ever known, is there a ſingle in- 
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ſtance to be produced in the hiſtory of 
mankind of any one ſo unblemiſhed in 


morals as Chriſt confeſſedly was, per- 
liſting for ſo great a length of time as 
he did in aſſertions, which, if untrue, 


would be repugnant to the cleareſt 
principles of morality, and . moſt fatal 


in their conſequences to thoſe he loved 
beſt, his followers and his friends ? Is 
it poſſible, that the pure, the upright, 
the pious, the devout, the meek, the 
gentle, the humane, the merciful Jeſus, 
could engage multitudes of innocent 
and virtuous people in the belief and 
ſupport of a religion which he knew 


.muſt draw on them perſecution, miſe- 
ry and death, unleſs he had been au- 
thorized by God himſelf to eſtabliih 


that religion; and unleſs he was con- 


ſcious that he poſſeſſed the power of 


amply recompenling thoſe who prefer- 
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red his religion to every other conſid- 
eration ? The common ſenſe and com- 
mon feelings of mankind muſt revolt 
at ſuch a prepoſterous idea. 


It follows, then, that Chriſt was, in 
truth, a divine teacher, and his relig- 
ion the gift of God. 
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THz ſublimity of our Lord's doctrines and 


the purity of his moral precepts Hiern” the 
belief of his divine 1 ns 


TRRRE is no where to be found 
ſuch important information, and ſuch 
juſt and noble ſentiments concerning 
God and Religion, as in the ſcriptures 
of the new teſtament. | 


They teach us, in the firſt place, that 
there is one Almighty Being, who cre- 
ated all things, of infinite power, wil- 
dom, juſtice, mercy, goodneſs ; that 
he is the governor and preſerver of this 
world, which he has made ; that his 
providential care is over all his works ; 
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and that he more particularly regards 
the affairs and conduct of men. They 
teach us, that we are to worſhip this 
great Being in ſpirit and in truth; 
and that the love of him is the firſt 
and great commandment, the ſource 
and ſpring of all virtue. They teach 
us, more particularly, how to pray to 
him, and for that purpoſe ſupply us 
with a form of prayer, called the Lord's 
Prayer, which is a model of calm 
and rational devotion, and which for 
its conciſeneſs, its clearneſs, its ſuitable- 
neſs to every condition, and for the 
weight, ſolemnity, and real import- 
ance of its petitions, is without an 
equal or a rival.”* They teach us, 
moreover, what we all feel to be true, 
that the human heart 1s weak and 
corrupt ; that man is fallen from his 


* Paley. 
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original innocence ; that he is reſtor- 


ed however, to the favor of God, and 


the capacity of happineſs, by the death 


and mediation and atohement of Chriſt, 


who is the way, the truth, and the life ; 


and that he will be aſſiſted in his ſin- 
cere, though imperfect, endeavors after 
holineſs, by the influence of God's ho- 
ly ſpirit. 


They aſſure us, in fine, that the ſoul 
does not periſh with the body, but 
ſhall paſs, after death, into another 
world ; that all mankind ſhall riſe from 


the grave, and ſtand before the judg- 


ment ſeat of Chriſt, who ſhall reward 
the virtuous, and puniſh the wicked, 
in a future and eternal ſtate of exiſt- 
ence, Eg to — 


Theſe are the great, and intereſting, 
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and momentous truths, either wholly 
unknown, or but very imperfectly 
known to the world before; and they 
render the meaneſt peaſant in this coun- 
try better acquainted with the nature 
of the Supreme Being, and the relation 
in which we ſtand to him, than were 
any of the greateſt ſages of ancient 
times. 


Equally excellent, and ſuperior . to 
all other rules of life, are the moral pre- 
cepts of the goſpel. 


Our divine Maſter, in the firſt place, 
hid down two great leading principles 

for our conduct, love to God, and love 
to mankind; and thence deduced (as 
occaſions offered, and incidents occurr- 
ed, which gave peculiar force and ener- 
gy to his inſtructions) all the principal 
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daties towards God, our neighbor and 
ourſelves. | e 


With reſpe& to God, we are com- 
manded to love, fear, worſhip, and 0- 
bey him ; to ſet him always before us ; 
to do all things to his glory; to ſeek 
firſt his kingdom and his righteouſneſs ; 


to reſign ourſelves wholly to his pleaſ- 


ure, and ſubmit, with patience, cheer- 
fulneſs, and reſignation, to every thing 
he thinks fit to bring upon us. 


With regard to our neighbor, we 
are to exerciſe towards him the duties 
of charity, juſtice, equity, and truth; 
we are to love him as ourſelves, and to 
do unto all men as we would they 
fthould do unto us; a moſt admirable 
rule, which comprehends the ſum and 


2 of the Chriftion Revelition 875 73 


ſubſtance of all fociad virtue, and which 
NO man can miſtake. 1 


As to thoſe * which concern our- 
ſelves, we are commanded to keep our- 
ſelves unſpotted from the world, to be 
temperate in all things, to keep under 
our body, and bring it into ſubjection, 
to preſerve an abſolute command over 
all our paſſions, and live ſoberly, right- 
coully, and godly in this preſent world. 


Theſe are the general directions giv- 
en for our conduct in the various ſitu- 
ations and relations of life. More par- 
ticular injunctions are given in various 
parts of ſcripture, eſpecially in our Sav- 
iour's admirable ſermon from the mount, 
where we find a multitude of moſt ex- 
cellent rules of life, ſhort, ſententious, 
ſolemn and important, full of wiſdom 
and dignity, yet intelligible and clear. 

G | 
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But the principal excellence of the goſ- 


pel morality, and that which gives it 
an infinite ſuperiority over all other 
moral inſtructions, is this; that it pre- 
fers a meek, yielding, complying, for- 


giving temper, to that violent, over- 


bearing, inflexible, imperious diſpoſi- 
tion, which prevails ſo much in the 
world ; that it regulates not merely 
our actions, but our affections and our 
inclinations ; and places the check to 
licentiouſneſs exactly where it ought 


to be, that 1s, on the heart ; that it 


forbids us to covet the praiſe of men 
in our devotions, our alms, and all our 
other virtues ; that it gives leading 
rules and principles for all the relative 


duties of life; of huſbands and wives, 


of parents and children, of maſters 
and ſervants, of chriſtian teachers and 
their diſciples, of governors and ſup- 
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1 that it commands us to be, as 


it were, lights in the world, and ex- 
amples of good to all; to injure no 
man, but to bear injuries patiently; 
never to ſeek revenge, but return good 
for evil: to love our very enemies, and 
to forgive others as we hope to be for- 
given; to raiſe our thoughts and 
views above the preſent life, and to fix 
our affections n on that which 
is to come. : 


— 


But beſides all this, the manner in 


| which our Lord delivered all his doc- 


trines and all his precepts; the con- 
ciſe, ſententious, ſolemn, weighty max- 
ims into which he generally compreſſ- 


ed them; the eaſy, familiar, natural, 
pathetic parables in which he ſome- 
times clothed them; that divine au- 


thority, and thoſe awful ſanctions with 
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which he enforced them; theſe: cir- 
cumſtances give a weight; and digni- 
ty and importance to the precepts of 
holy writ, which no other moral rules 
can boaſt. 


If now we aſk, as it is very natural 
to aſk, who that extraordinary perſon 
could be, that was the author of ſuch 
uncommonly excellent morality - as 
this ? the anſwer is, that he was, to all 
outward appearance, the reputed ſon 
of a carpenter, living with his father 


2nd mother in a remote and obſcure 


corner of the world, until the time 
that he aſſumed his public character. 
«© Whence, then, had this man theſe 
things, and what wiſdom is this that 
was given unto him ?” He had evi- 
dently none of the uſual means or op- 
portunities of cultivating his under, 
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ſtanding or improving his mind. He 
was born in a low and indigent condi- 
tion, without education, without learn- 
ing, without any ancient ſtores from 
whence to draw his wiſdom and his 
morality, that were at all Iikely to fall 
into his hands. You may, perhaps, in 
ſome of the Greek or Roman writers, 
pick out a few of his precepts, or ſome- 
thing like them. But what does this 
avail? Thoſe writers he had never 
read. He had never ſtudied at Athens 
or at Rome; he had no knowledge of 
orators or philoſophers. He under- 
ſtood, probably, no language but his 
own, and had nothing to give him juſter 
notions of virtue and religion than the 
reſt of his countrymen and perſons in 
his humble rank of life uſually had, 
G 2 | 
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His fellow laborers in this under-- 
taking, the perſons who aſſiſted him 
during his life, and into whoſe hands 
his religion came after his death, were 
a few fiſhermen on the Lake of Tiberi- 
as, as unlearned and uneducated, and, 
for the purpoſe of framing rules of mo- 
rality, as unpromiſing as himſelf. Is it 
poſſible, then, that ſuch men as theſe 
could, without any aſſiſtance whatever, 
produce ſuch perfect and incomparable 
rules of life as thoſe of the goſpel ; fo 
greatly ſuperior in purity, ſolidity, per- 
ſpicuity, and univerſal uſefulneſs, to 
all the moral leſſons of all the philoſo- 
phers upon earth put together ? Every 
man of common ſenſe muit fee that 
this is abſolutely impoſſible; and that 
there is no other conceivable way of 
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accounting for this, than by admitting 
what theſe perſons conſtantly affirmed, 
that their doctrines and their precepts 
came from the fountain of all perfec- 
tion, that is from God himſelf. 
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PROPOSITION VII. 


Tux rapid and ſucceſsful propagation of 
the goſpel by the firſt teachers of it, through 
a large part of the world, is a proof that 
they wwere favored with divine Miſtance and 


ſupport. 


Wr find in the Acts of the Apoſ- 
tles, and in their Epiſtles, that the 
number of converts to the Chriſtian 
Religion began to increaſe conſider- 
ably almoſt immediately after our 
Saviour's aſcenſion, and continued 
increaſing to an aſtoniſhing degree 
through every age until the final eſ- 
tabliſhment of Chriſtianity by Con- 
ſtantine. The firſt afſembly which we 
meet with of Chriſt's diſciples, and 
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that a few days after his removal from 
the world, conſiſted of 120.“ About 
a week after this, 3000 were added in 
one day zt and the number of Chriſt- 
ians publicly baptized, and publicly aſ- 
ſociating together, were very ſoon in- 
creaſed to 5000. In a few years after 
this, the converts were deſcribed as in- 
creaſing in great numbers, in great 
multitudes, and even in myriads, tens 
of thouſands :$ and multitudes both 
of men and. women continued to be 
added daily ; ſo that within about thir- 

ty years after our Lord's death, the 
goſpel was ſpread, not only through- 
out almoſt all parts of the Roman Em- 
pire, but even to Parthia and India. It 
appears from the Epiſtles written to 
ſeveral churches by the Apoſtles, that 


* Acts i. 15. + Acts ii. 41. 
t Acts iv. 4. Acts xxi. 20. 
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there were large congregations of 
Chriſtians, both at Rome and in all the 


principal cities of Greece and Aſia. 


This account is confirmed by contem- 
porary Roman hiſtorians ; and Pliny, 
about eighty years after the aſcenſion, 
complains that this ſuper/tition,* as he 
calls it, had ſeized not cities only, but 
the leſſer towns alſo, and the open 


country; that the Pagan temples were 


almoſt deſerted, the ſacred ſolemnities 
ſuſpended, and ſcarce any purchaſers 
to be found for the victims. About 
twenty years after this, Juſtin Martyr, 
a chriſtian writer, declares, that there 


was no nation of men, whether Greeks 


or barbarians, not excepting even 
thoſe * that wandered in "_ 


*The very name by which modern Pagans, : as 
well as their predeceſſors, the ancient Heathens, 
deſcribe the Chriſtian ran 


\ 
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from one region to another, and had 


no fixed habitation, who had not learn- 


ed to offer prayers and thankſgivings 


to the Father and Maker of all, in the 
name of Jeſus, who was crucified. 
And thus the Church of Chriſt went 

on increaſing more and more, till, un- 
der Conſtantine, the empire became 
chriſtian ; at which time there is eve- 
ry reaſon to believe that the chriſtians 
were more numerous and more power- 
ful than the Pagans. 


In what akin? now, can We ac- 
count for this wonderful and unexam- 


pled progreſs of the Chriſtian Relig- 


>. ion? 7 


If this religion had ſet out with flat- 
tering the corrupt paſſions of mankind, 


and held up to them the proſpect of 
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power, wealth, rank, or pleaſure as the 
rewards of their converſion ; if it had 
ſoothed their vices, humored their prej- 
udices, and encouraged their ancient 
ſuperſtitions ; if the perſons who 
taught it had been men of brilliant tal- 
ents, or commanding eloquence ; if 
they had firſt propoſed it in times of 
darkneſs and ignorance, and among 
ſavage and barbarous nations; if they 
had been ſeconded by all the influence 
and authority of the great potentates 
of the earth, or propagated their doc- 
trines at the head of a victorious army, 
one might have ſeen ſome reaſon for 
their extraordinary ſucceſs. 


But it is well known that the very 
reverſe of all this was the real truth of 
the - caſe. It is well known, that the' 
lirſt preachers of the goſpel declared 


Pi 
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open war againſt all the follies, the vi- 
ces, the intereſts, the inveterate preju- 
dices, and favorite ſuperſtitions of the 
world; that they were (with few ex- 


ceptions) men of no abilities, no learn- 
ing, no artiſicial rhetoric or powers of 


perſuaſion; that their doctrines were 
promulgated in an enlightened age, and 


to the moſt poliſhed nations, and had 
all the wit and learning, and eloquence 


and philoſophy of the world to con- 


tend with: and that, inſtead of be- 


ing aided by the authority and influ- 
ence of the civil powers, they were 
oppoſed, and harrailed, and perſecuted 


by them, even to death, with the moſt 
unrelenting cruelty ; and all thoſe who 
embraced their doctrines were expoſ- 
ed to o the ſame hardſhips and wee 


Is it now credible, that, under theſe 


circumitances, twelve poor illiterate 
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fiſhermen of Galilee ſhould be able; 
merely by their own natural powers, 


to ſpread their new religion in ſo ſhort 


a ſpace, over ſo large a part of the then 
known world, without any aſſiſtance 
or co-operation from any quarter what- 


ever ? Did any thing of the kind ever 
happen in the world, before or ſince ? 


It is plainly unprecedented and im- 
poſſible. As, therefore, all human means 
of ſucceſs were againſt them, what elſe 
but ſupernatural means were left for 
them ? It is clear almoſt to demonſtra- 
tion, that they muſt have been endow- 
ed with thoſe miraculous powers, and 


favored with that divine aſſiſtance to 


which they pretended, and which of 
courſe proved them to be the meſſen- 


gers of Heaven. 


.. ONES 


' PROPOSITION vin. 


A comparnrsow between Chriſt and Ma- 
homet, and their reſpective religions, lead us 
zo conclude, that as the religion of the latter 
is confeſſedly the invention of man, that of 

the former is derived from CS or, 


Tux is 6 religion in the world, 
called the mahometan, which is pro- 
feſſed in one part of Europe, and moſt 
parts of Aſia and Africa. The founder 
of this religion, Mahomet, pretended 
to be a prophet ſent from God; but it 
is univerſally allowed, by all who are 
not Mahometans, and who have ſearch- a 
ed very carefully into the pretenſions 
of this teacher, that he was an enthu- 
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ſiaſt and an impoſtor, and that his re- 
ligion was a contrivance of his own. 


Even thoſe perſons who reject Chriſt- 


ianty, do not think Mahometaniſm 
to be true; nor da we ever hear of a 


Deiſt embracing it from conviction. | 


* 


Here, then, we have two religions 


co-exiſting together in the world, and 


both pretending to be revelations from 
heaven; one of theſe we know to be a 


fraud, the other we affirm and believe 
to be true. If this be ſo, upon compar- 
ing them and their authors together, 
we may expect to find a moſt marked 


and eſſential difference between them, 


ſuch a difference as may naturally be 
ſuppoſed to exiſt hetween an impoſtor 
and a divine teacher, between truth 
and falſehood. And this, I apprehend, 
will appear to be actually the caſe with 
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reſpect to Chriſt and Mahomet, 3nd 


their ee Weben 


Mahomet was a man of conſiderable 
rank in his own country ; he was the 
grandſon of a man of the moſt, power- 
ful and honorable family in Mecca, 
and, though not born to a great for- 


tune, he ſoon acquired one by mar- 


riage. Theſe circumſtances would of 
themſelves, without any ſupernatural 


aſſiſtance, greatly contribute to the ſuc- 
ceſs of his religion. A perſon conſid- 


erable by his wealth, of high deſcent, 
and nearly allied to the chiefs of his 
country, taking upon himſelf the char- 
ater of a religious teacher in an age of 
ignorance and barbariſm, could not fail 


of attracting attention and followers. 
283 
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Chriſt did not poſleſs theſe advanta- 
ges of rank and wealth, and powerfut 
connexions. He was born of parents 
in a very mean condition of life. His 
relations and friends were all in the 
ſame humble ſituation ; ; he was bred 
up in poverty, and continued in it all 
his life, having frequently no place 
where he could lay his head. A man 
ſo circumſtanced was not likely, by his 
own perſonal influence, to force a new 
religion, much leſs a falſe one, upon 


& 


the world, "EN ER 


Mahomet indulged himſelf in the 
groſſeſt pleaſures. He perpetually tranſ- 
greſſed even thoſe licentious rules 
which he had preſcribed to himſelf. 
He made uſe of the power he had ac- 
quired, to gratify his paſſions without 
control, and he laid claim to a ſpecial 
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permiſſion from heaven to riot in the 


moſt unlimited ſenſuality. 


Jeſus, on the contrary, preſerved 
throughout life the moſt unblemiſhed 
purity and ſanctity of manners. He 


did no ſin, but was perfectly holy and 


undefiled. Not the leaſt ſtain was ever 
thrown on his moral character by his 
bittereſt enemies. 


Mahomet was violent, impetuous, 


and ſanguinary. 


— 


Chriſt was meek, gentle, benevolent, 


and merciful. 


Mahomet pretended to have ſecret 

communications with God, and with 

the angel Gabrlel, which no other per- 
{on ever ſaw or heard. 


1 
[1 
3 
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Jeſus Was rep ly declared to be 
the Son of God by ve voices from heaven, 
which were plainly and diſtinctly heard 
and recorded by others. e 


The appearance of Mahomet was not 
foretold by ancient prophecies, nor was 
there at the time any expectation of 
ſuch a perſon i in that part of the world. 


The appearance of Chriſt upon earth 
was clearly and repeatedly predicted 


by ſeveral ancient prophecies, Which 
moſt evidently applied to him and to 
no other; and which were in the keep- 


ing of thoſe who were profeſſed ene- 
mies to him and his religion. And 
there was at the time of his birth a gen- 


eral expectation over all the Eaſt, that 
ſome great and extraordinary perſon- 
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age would then manifeſt kimlſelf to the 


| Wore 


Mahomet never preſumed to foretel 


any future events, for this plain rea- 
ſon, becauſe he could not foreſee them; 
and had he foretold any thing which 
did not come to paſs, it muſt have 
entirely ruined his credit with his fol- 
lowers. | 


Chriſt foretold many things which 


did actually come to paſs, particularly 


his own death and reſurrection, and 
the deſtruction of Jeruſaleai: 


- Mahomet never pretended to work 
miracles ; on the contrary, he expreſſ- 
ly diſcaimed any ſuch power, and 
makes ſeveral labored and awkward- 
apologies for not poſſeſſing it. 
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Jeſus, we all know, worked a great 
number of the moſt aſtoniſhing mira» 
cles in the open face of day, and in the 

light of great multitudes of people. 
He made the deaf to hear, the dumb 
to ſpeak, the lame to walk, the blind 
to ſee, and even the Oral 60 riſe * 
the * : 


| Mahomet, POP the firſt twelve 
years of his miſſion, made uſe only of 
argument and perſuaſion, and in conſe- 
© quence of that gained very few con- 
verts. In three years he made only 
fourteen proſelytes, and in ſeven only 
eighty three men and eighteen women. 


* *. 


In the fame ſpace of time c our Sav- 
iour and his Apoſtles converted thouſ- 
ands and tens of thouſands, and ſpread 
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the Chriſtian Religion over A great 
we of Aſia, 


Mahomet told the Jews, the Chriſt 


ans, and the Arabs, that he taught no 
other religion than that which was 
originally taught to their forefathers, 


by Abraham, Iſmael, Moſes, and Jeſus, 


This would naturally prejudice 2 
in favor of 12 W b 


Chriſt — a religion which G. | 


realy oppoſed the moſt favorite opin- 
tons and prejudices of the Jews, and 


q ſubverted, from the very foundation, 
the whole ſyſtem of pagan ſuperſtition. 


Mahomet paid court to the peculiar 
weakneſſes and propenſities of his dif- 
ciples. In that warm climate, were all 
the paſſions are ardent and violent, he 


—— 


"O - — — — — 
— — e —˙· a 1 £5 rn ——— — 
3 
— — — —— — N erer — 2 
= — — — - 2 — De ry 
— 
———— 


99 On the Truth and Divine Origin 


allowed them a liberal indulgence in 


ſenſual gratifications ; no leſs than 
four wives to each of his followers, 
with the liberty of divorcing them 
thrice.* ER | | 


In the ſame climate, and among men 
of the ſame ſtrong paſſions, Jeſus molt 
peremptorily reſtrained all his follow- 
ers from adultery, fornication, and ev- 
ery kind of impurity. He confined 
them to one wife, and forbade divorce, 


except for adultery only. But what 


was ſtill more, he required them to 
govern their eyes and their thoughts, 
and to check the very firſt riſing of any 
criminal deſire in the ſoul. He told 
them, that whoever looked upon a 


woman, to luſt after her, had commit- 


Koran c. 4. p. 42. Ib. c. 2. p. 41. 
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ted adultery with her already in his 
heart; and he aſſured them, that none 
but the pure in heart ſhould ſee God. 
He declared open war, in ſhort, againſt 
all the criminal paſſions, and evil incli- 


nations of mankind, and expreſsly re- 


quired all his followers to renounce 
thoſe favorite ſins that did moſt eafily 
beſet them ; nay, even to leave father, 


mother, brethren, ſiſters, houſes, lands, 


and every thing that was moſt dear to 
them, and take up their croſs and fol- 


low him. 


With the ſame view above mention- 
cd of bribing men to embrace his re- 


ligion, Mahomet promiſed to reward 
his followers with the delights of a 


moſt voluptuous paradiſe, where the 
objects of their affection were to be 


_ almoſt innumerable, and all of them 


I 
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gifted with tranſcendent beauty and 
eternal youth.* 


Chriſt entirely precluded his diſci- 
ples from all hopes of ſenſual indulgen- 
ces hereafter, aſſuring them that in 
heaven they ſhould neither marry nor 
be given in marriage, and promiſing 
them nothing but pure celeſtial ſpirit- 
ual joys, ſuch as eye hath not ſeen, nor 
ear heard, nor the heart of man con- 
ceived. 


Beſides the powerful attractions of 
ſenſual delights, Mahomet had another, 
{ill more efficacious. mode of produc- 
ing conviction, and gaing proſelytes; 
and that was, force, violence, and arms. 
He propagated his religion by the 
Word; and, till he made uſe of that 


* Koran, c. 56. p. 413. 
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inſtrument of converſion, the number 
of his proſelytes was a mere nothing. 
He was at once a prophet, a warrior, a 


general, and a conqueror. It was at 


the head of his armies that he preach- 
ed the koran. His religion and his 
conqueſts went on together ; and the 
former never advanced one ſtep with» 
out the latter. He commanded in per- 
ſon in eight general engagements, and 
undertook, by himſelf and his lieuten- 


ants, fifty military enterprizes. Death 
or converſion was the only choice of- 


fered to idolaters, and tribute or con- 
verſion to Jews and Chriſtians. 


Jeſus employed no other means of 
converting men to his religion, but 


perſuaſion, argument, exhortation, mir- 


acles, and prophecies. He made uſe 
of no other force but the force of 


oo On the Truth and Divine Origin 


truth ; no other ſword but the ſword 


of the ſpirit, that is, the word of God. 
He had no arms, no legions to fight his 
cauſe. He was the prince of peace, and 
preached peace to all the world. With- 
out power, without ſupport, without 
any tollowers but twelve poor humble 
men, without one circumitance of at- 
traction, influence, or compulſion, he 
triumphed over the prejudices, the 


learning, the religion of his country ; 


over the ancient rites, idolatry, and ſu- 
perſtition, over the philoſophy, wiſ- 
dom, and authority of the whole Ro- 
man Empire, 


The great object of Mahomet was to 
make his followers ſoldiers, and to in- 
ſpire them with a paſſion for violence, 
bloodſhed, vengeance, and periecution. 
He 'was continually exhorting them tov 
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light for the religion of God: and, to 
encourage them to do ſo, he promiſed 
them the higheſt honors, and the rich- 
eſt rewards, in paradiſe. © They who 
have ſuffered for my ſake, and have 
been ſlain in battle, verily I will expi- 
ate their evil deeds from them, and I 
will ſurely bring them into a garden 
watered by rivers, a reward from God, 
and with God is moſt excellent re- 
ward.“ This duty of waring againſt 
inſidels is frequently inculcated in the 
the koran, and highly magniſied by 
the Mahomedan divines, who call the 
{word the key of heaven and hell, and per- 
ſuade their people that the leaſt drop 
of blood ſpilt in the way of God, as it 
is called, is moſt acceptable unto him 
and that the defending the territories 


* Koran, ch. 3. p. 91. and c. 9. p. 242. 
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of the Moflems for one night, is of 
more avail than a faſt of two months.“ 
It is eaſy to ſee to what a degree of 
ſierceneſs this muſt raiſe all the furious 
vindictive paſſions of the ſoul, and 
what a horde of ſavages and barbari- 


ans it muſt let looſe upon mankind. 


The directions of Chriſt to his diſci- 
ples were of a diſſerent temper. He 
poſitively forbade them the uſe Of any 
violence whatever. The ſword that 
was drawn by one of them in his de- 
tence he ordered to be ſheathed: * Put 
up thy ſword within the ſheath ; they 
that uſe the ſword ſhall periſh by the 
Word.“? He would not conſent to 
bring down fire from Heaven on the 


* Sale's Prelim. Difl. . 11. p. 189. 


Matth. xxvi. 52; John xviii. 11. 
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Samaritans, who had refuſed to reccive 
him: „The Son of man,” he told 
them, © came not to deſtroy men's 
lives, but to ſave them. Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give unto you. 
Do violence to no man; reſiſt not 
evil. Be ye merciful, even as your 
Father in Heaven is merciful. Bleſſed 
are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 
mercy.”* | 


The confequence was, that the ſirft 
followers of Mahomet were men of 
cruclty and violence, living by rapine, 
murder, and plunder. The firſt fol- 
lowers. of Jeſus were men of meek, 
quiet, inoffenſive, peaceable manners, 
and in their morals irreproachable and 
exemplary. 


* Luke ix. 56; John xiv. 27 3 Luke iii. 14. 


Matth. v. 29 ; Luke vi. 36; Matth. v. 7. 
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If now, after comparing together 
the authors of the two religions we 
have been conſidering, we take a ſhort _ 
view of the ſacred books of thoſe relig- 
ions, the koran and the goſpel, . we 
ſhall find a difference no leſs ſtriking 
between them; no leſs ſtrongly mark- 
ing the truth of the one and the falſe- 
hood of the other. 


The koran is highly applauded, both 
by Mahomet himſelf and his followers, 
for the exquiſite beauty, purity, and el- 
egance of the language, which they rep- 
reſent as a ſtanding miracle, greater 
than even that of raiſing the dead. But 
admitting its excellence (which yet has 
been queſtioned by ſeveral learned men) 
it beauty of ſtyle and compolition is to 
be conſidered as a proof of divine in- 
ſpiration, the writings of Plato and 
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Xenophon, of Cicero and Cæſar, and a 
multitude of other inimitable writers 
in various languages, will have as juſt 
a claim to a miraculous origin as the 
koran. But in truth, theſe graces of 
diction, ſo far from being a circum- 
ſtance favorable to the koran, create a 
ſtrong ſuſpicion of its being a human 
fabrication, calculated to charm and 
captivate men by the arts of rhetoric 
and the faſcination of words, and thus 
draw off their attention from the futil- 
ity of its matter, and the weakneſs of 
its pretenſions. Theſe are the artifices 
of fraud and falſehood. The goſpel 
wants them not. It diſdains the aid 
of human eloquence, and depends ſole- 
ly on the force of truth and the power 
of God for its ſucceſs. I came not 
(as St. Paul ſublimely expreſſes himſelf) 
with excellency of ſpeech, nor with the 


eee 
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enticing words of man's wiſdom, but 


in demonſtration of the ſpirit and of 
power, that your faith might not ſtand 


in the wiſdom of men, but in the pow- 


er of God.”* 


Bur, whatever may be the purity 
of the language, the matter and ſub- 
ſtance of the koran cannot bear a mo- 
ment's compariſon with that of the 
goſpel. The narrative is dull, heavy, 
monotonous, unintereſting 3 loaded 
with endleis repetitions, with ſenſeleſs 


and prepoſterous fables, with trivial, 


diſguſting, and even immoral precepts. 
Add to this, that it has very little nov- 
elty or originality to recommend it, 
the moſt material parts of it being bor- 
rowed from the ſcriptures of the old 


® 7, Cor. Ii. 1, 4+ . 
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teſtament or the new ; and even theſe 


are ſo diſguiſed and deformed by paſſ- 


ing through the hands of the impoſtor 
(who vitiates and debaſes every thing 
he touches) that you can hardly know 
them to be the ſame incidents or tran£- 
actions that you read. with. ſo much de- 


light in the bible. 


The goſpel, on the contrary, is every 
where conciſe, ſimple, original, animat- 
ed, intereſting, dignified ; its: precepts 
important, its morality perfect, its ſen- 


timents ſublime, its views noble and 


comprehenſive, its ſanctions awful, 


In the Koran, Mahomet is perpetually 
boaſting of his own merits and achieve- 
ments, and the ſupreme excellence of 
his book. In the goſpel, no encomi- 


ums are beſtowed by the Evangeliſts, 
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either on themſelves or their writings. 


Even the virtues of their divine Maſter 


are not diſtinctly ſpecified, or brought 
forward into a conſpicuous point of 
view. It is from his actions only, and 
his diſcourſes, not from the obſerva- 
tions of his hiſtorians, that we can col- 
ject the various tranſcendent excellen- 
cies of his character. Here we plainly 
ſee the ſober modeſty of truth oppoſed 
to the oſtentatious vanity of impoſture. 


In the deſcription of future rewards 


and puniſhments, the Koran is minute, 


circumſtantial, and extravagant, both 
in painting the horrors of the one and 
the delights of the other. It deſcribes 
things which cannot, and ought not to 
be deſcribed, and enters into details too 


horrible, or too licentious, to be pre- 


ſented to the human mind. 
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In the goſpel the pains and the pleaſ- 
ures of a future life are repreſented 
conciſely, in ſtrong, but general and 
indeſinite terms, ſufficient to give them 
a powerful, but not an overwhelming, 
influence over the mind. | 


There is ſtill another, and a very ma- 
terial mark of diſcrimination between 
the koran and the goſpel. Mahomet 
ſhows throughout the utmoſt anxie- 
ty to guard againſt objections, to ac- 
count for his working no miracles, and 
to defend his conduct, in ſeveral in- 
ſtances, againſt the charges which he 
fuſpects may be brought againſt him. 
This is always the caſe with impoſture. 
It is always ſuſpicious, afraid of being 
detected, alive to every appearance of 
boſtility, ſolicitous to anticipate, and 
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eager to repel the accuſations of ene- 


Truth has no occaſion for ſuch pre- 
cautions, and therefore never uſes 
them. We ſee nothing of this ſort in 
the goſpel. The ſacred hiſtorians ſhow 
not the ſmalleſt ſolicitude, nor take 
the leaſt pains to obviate cavils or re- 
move difficulties. They relate plainly 
and ſimply what they know to be true. 


They entertain no doubt of it them- 


ſelves, and ſeem to have no ſuſpicion 
that any one elſe can doubt it; they 


'pherefore leave the facts to ſpeak for 


themſelves, and ſend them unprotect- 
ed into the world, to make their way 
(as they have done) by their own nae 
tive force and incontrovertible truth. 


Such are the leading features of Ma- 
homet and his religion on the one 
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hand, and of Chriſt and his religion 
on the other; and never was there 
a ſtronger or more ſtriking contraſt 
ſeen than in this inſtance. They are, 
in ſhort, in every eſſential article, the 
direct oppoſites of each other. And 
as it is on all hands acknowledged that 
Mahomet was an impoſtor, it is fair to 
conclude that Chriſt, who was the very 
reverſe of Mahomet, Was the reverſe of 

an impoſtor, that is, a real meſſenger 
from heaven. In Mahomet we ſee ev- 
ery diſtinctive mark of fraud; in Jeſus, 
not one of theſe is to be found; but, 
on the contrary, every poſſible indica« 
tion and character of truth. 
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PROPOSITION IX. 


Taz prediftions delivered by the ancient 


Prophets, and fulfilled in our Saviour, ſhow 


that he Was the Mzss74H expected by the 
Jews, and that he came into the world by 
divine appointment, to be the great deliverer 


and redeemer of mankind. 


Taz word Meſſiah ſignifies anoint- 
ed ; that is, a perſon appointed to ſome 
hich ſtation, dignity,” or office; be- 


cauſe originally among the eaſtern na- 


tions men ſo appointed (particularly 


kings, prieſts, and prophets) were a- 


nointed with oil. Hence the word mzs- 
SIAH means the perſon pre-ordained 


and appointed by God to be the great 


deliverer of the Jewiſh nation, and the 
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redeemer of all mankind. The word 
_ Chriſt means the ſame thing. | 


Now it was foretold concerning the 
Meſſiah, that he ſhould come before 
the ſceptre departed from Judah, that 
is, before the Jewiſh government was 
_ deſtroyed ;* and, accordingly, Chriſt 
appeared a ſhort time before the pe- 
riod when the Jewiſh government was 
totally overthrown by the Romans. 


It was foretold that he ſhould came 
before the deſtruction of the ſecond 
temple. « The deſire of all nations 
„ ſhall come, and I will fill this houſe 
with glory ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ; 
e the glory of this latter Nouſe ſhall be 
„greater than that of the former.“ f 


* Gen. xlix. 10. 


+ Haggai, ii. 7. 9. 
E ; 
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Accordingly Chriſt appeared ſome time 
before the deſtruction of the city and 
the temple of Jeruſalem by the Romans. 


I 
13 
„ 
48 
14 
4 þ 
* 
1 
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It was foretold by the Prophet Dan- 
iel, that he ſhould come at the end of 
490 years after the rebuilding of Jeru- 
_ falem, which had been laid waſte dur- 
ing the captivity of the Jews in Baby- 
lon, and that he ſhould be cut off; 
and that afterwards the city and ſanc- 
tuary of Jeruſalem ſhauld be deſtroyed 
and made deſolate. And according 
ingly, at what time ſoever the begin- 
ning of the 490 years can, according 
to any fair interpretation of the words, 
be fixed, the end of them will fall 
about the time of Chriſt's appearing : 
and it is well known how entirely the 
city and ſanctuary were deſtroyed by 


* Dan. ix. 26. 
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the Romans ſome years after he./was 


cut off and crucified. 


It was foretold, that he ſhould per- 


form many great and beneficial mira- 


cles ; that the eyes of the blind ſhould 


be opened, and the ears of the deaf un- 


{topped ; that the lame man ſhould 


leap as a hart, and the tongue of the 


dumb ſing ;* and this we know was 


literally fulfilled in the miracles of 


Chriſt ; the blind received their fight, 


the lame walked, the deaf heard. 


It was foretold, that he ſhould die 
2 violent death; that he ſhould be 


wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and 


bruiſed for our iniquities ; that the 
chaſtiſement of our peace ſhould be 
upon him; and that with his ſtripes 


* Iſaiah, xxxv. 5. 
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we ſhould be healed ; that God would 
lay on him the iniquity of us all.* All 
| which was exactly accompliſhed in the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, «© who died for 
our fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that 
he might bring us to God.“ t 


It was foretold, that to him ſhould. 
the gathering of the people be; and 
that God would give him the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the utmoſt 
parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion, 
Which was punctually fulfilled by the 
wonderful ſucceſs of the goſpel, and 
its univerſal PP NO 


the world. 


* Iſaiah, li. throughout, and Dan. ix. 26. 


1 Pet. iii. 18. 


r I Pſalm, ii. 8. 
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Laſtly, many minuter cireumſtan-. 
ces were told of the great deliverer, or 
redeemer, that was to come. 


- That he ſhould be born of a virgin; 
that he ſhould be of the tribe of ſu- 
dah and the ſeed of David; that he 
ſhould be born in the town of Bethle- 
hem ; that he ſhould ride upon an 
aſs in humble triumph into the city 
of Jeruſalem ; that he ſhould be a man 
of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief ; 
that he ſhould be ſold for thirty pieces 
of ſilver 3 that he ſhould be ſcourged, 
buffeted, and ſpit upon; that he ſhould 

be numbered with the tranſgreflors, 
(chat is, ſhould be crucified, as he was, 
between two thieves;) that he ſhould 
have gall and vinegar given him to 
drink; that they who ſaw him cruci- 
fied ſhould mock at him, and at his 
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truſting en God to deliver him; that 
the ſoldiers ſhould caſt lots for his gar- 
ments; that he ſhould make his grave 
with the rich ; and that he ſhould rife 
again without ſeeing corruption.“ All 
theſe circumſtances, it is well known, 
were foretold, and, to the greateſt poſ- 
ſible exactneſs, fulfilled, in the perſon 
of Chriſt. | 


What now ſhall we ſay to theſe 
things? Here are upwards of twenty 
different particulars, many of them of 
2 very extraordinary nature, which, it 
was foretold, 700 years before our Sav- 
jour was born, would all meet in him, 
and which did all actually meet in his 
perſon. Is not this a moſt extraordi- 


Iſaiah, vii. 14; Mich. v. Zech. ix. 9; Iſaiah, 

lit. 3; Zech. xi. 12; Iſaiah, I. 6; Iſaiah liii. 
12 ; Pſalm Ixix. 22; Pſalm xxiv. 7, 18: Iſaiah. 
lit. 9; Pſalm xvi. 10. | 
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nary conſideration ? There "are but = 
three poſlible ſuppoſitions that can be * 
made concerning it: either that this 
was a mere fortuitous coincidence, 
ariſing entirely from chance and acci- 
dent, or that theſe prophecies were 
written after the events had taken 
place; or laſtly, that they were real 
predictions, delivered many years be- 
fore theſe events came to pals, and all 
fulfilled in Chriſt. That any one ſhould 
by chance hit upon ſo many things, 
which ſhould all prove true, and prove 
true concerning one and the ſame per- 
ſon, though ſeveral of them were of 
ſach a nature as were unlikely to hap- 
pen /ngly, and by far the greateſt part 
of which had never before happened 
ſingly, to any perſon whatever ; this, 1 
ſay, excceds all bounds of credibility, 
and all power of conjecture or calcula» 
tion. 
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That theſe prophecies were not writ- 
ten or delivered after the things pre- 
dicted had happened is moſt certain; 
becauſe they are found in books which 
exiſted long before thoſe events came 
to paſs, that is, in the books of the old 
teſtament ; and the Jews themſelves, 
the mortal enemies of Chriſt and his 
religion, acknowledge that theſe proph- 
ecies were in thoſe books exactly as we 
now ſee them many hundred years be- 
fore Chriſt came into the world. 


The books themſelves were in their 
own keeping, in the keeping of our ad- 
verſaries, who would undoubtedly take 
effectual care that nothing favorable to 
Chriſt ſhould be frautlulently inſerted. 
into them. The Jews were our librari- 
ans. The prophecies were in their cuſ- 
tody, and are read in all their copies of 
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the old teſtament as well as in ours. 
They have made many attempts to ex- 
plain them away, but none to 1 
their aer. e 8 


It remains then that theſe are all real 
predictions, all centering in our Sav- 
iour, and in him only, and delivered 
many centuries before he was born. 
As no one but God has the foreknowl- 
edge of events, it is from him theſe 
prophecies mult have proceeded ; and 
they ſhew, of courſe, that Chriſt was 
the perſon whom he had for a great 
length of time pre-determined to ſend 
into the world to be the great deliv- 


8 redeemer, and Saviour of man · 
Kind. 
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++ © PROPOSITION x. 


THE prophecies Bon by our $ aviour 
himſel prove that he was endued with the 
' foreknowledge of future events"; which be- 
longs only to God and to the ofe 222 by 


Pim. 


Hx did very particularly, and at 
ſeveral different times, foretel his own 
death, and the circumſtances of itz 
that the chief prieſts and ſcribes ſhould 
condemn him to death, and deliver 


him to the Gentiles, that is, to Pilate 


and the Roman ſoldiers, to mocks and 
ſcourge, and crucify him ; that he 
ſhould be betrayed into War hands; 
that Judas Icariot was the perſon who 
ſhould betray him that all his diſc 


[ 


ö 
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ples would forſake him, and flee ; and 
that Peter would particularly thrice de- 
ny him in one night. He foretold 
further, that he would riſe again the 
third day ; that, after his aſcenſion, he 
would ſend down the Holy Ghoſt on 

his Apoſtles, which ſhould enable them -. 
to work many miracles. He foretold, 
likewiſe, many particulars concerning | 
the future ſucceſs. of the goſpel, and 
what ſhould happen to ſeveral of his 
diſciples ;- he foretold what oppoſition 
and perſecution they ſhould meet with 
in their preaching ; he foretold what 
particular kind of death Peter ſhould 
die, and intimated that St. John ſhould 
live (as he did) till after the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem ; he foretold that, not- 
withſtanding all oppoſition and perſe- 
_ eution, the goſpel ſhould yet have ſuch 
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ſucceſs as to ſpread itſelf over the 
world; and, laſtly, he foretold the deſ- 
truction of jeruſalem, with ſuch very 
particular and minute circumſtances, 
in the 24th chapter of St. Matthew, 
the 13th of St. Mark, and the 21ſt of 
St. Luke, that no one who. reads the 
deſcription of that event, in the hiſto- 
rians of thoſe times, can have the ſmall- 
eſt doubt of our Saviour's divine fore- 
knowledge. We have a moſt authen- 
tic, exact, and circumſtantial account 
of the ſiege and deſtruction of that ci- 
ty by the Romans, written by Joſe- 
phus, a jewiſh'and contemporarg,hiſto- 
Tian ; and the deſcription he has given 
of this terrible calamity ſo perfactiy 
correſponds with our Saviour's prophe- 
cy, that one would have thought, had 
we not known the contrary, that it 


had been written by. a Chriſtian, on 
purpole to illuſtrate that prediction. 
Ihis power of foretelling future 
events is a plain proof that Chriſt came 
fram God, and was endued with this 
power from above. | 
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' PROPOSITION XI. 


: Taz miracles performed by. our Lord, 
en ate him to have poſſe * divive 
Sowere - wy 


pos the e propoſi- 
tions contain very convincing” proofs 
of the divine miſſion of Chriſt, and the 
divine authority of his religion, yet, 
undoubtedly, the ſtrongeſt evidence of 
this ariſes from the wonderful and well 
atteſted miracles Which he wrought 


from the beginning to the end of his 


miniſtry, He cured the moſt inveter- 
ate diſeaſes; he made the lame to 
walk; he opened the eyes of the blind 
and the ears of the deaf; he caſt out 


devils; he walked upon the ſca; he 
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fed five thouſand perſons with a few 
ſmall loaves and fiſhes, and even raiſed 
the dead to life again. Theſe miracles 
were all wrought in open day, in the 
fight of multitudes of witneſſes, who 

could not be impoſed upon in things 
which they ſaw plainly with their own 
eyes, who had an opportunity of ſcru- 
tinizing them as much as they pleaſed, 
and who did actually ſcrutinize them 
with a moſt critical exactneſs, as ap- 
pears from the very remarkable in- 


ſtance of the blind man reſtored to 


fight by our Lord, in the ninth chap- 
ter of St. John, à tranſaction which EF 
recommend very earneſtly to the atten- 
tion of ad readers. 


It is true, that miracles being very 
unuſual and extraordinary facts, they 
require very ſtrong evidence to ſup- 
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port them; much ſtronger, it mult be 


owned, than common events, that are 
recorded in hiſtory ; and,. accordingly, 


the miracles of Chriſt have this very 
ſtrong and extraordinary evidence to 
ſupport them; evidence ſuch as is not 
to be equalled in any other inſtance, 
and ſuch as is fully competent to prove 
the reality of the greateſt miracle that 
ever was . TE 


Beſides a 8 of other perſons, 
who were eye witneſſes to theſe mira- 
cles, and who were actually convinced 
and converted by them, there were 


twelve perſons, called Apoſtles, plain, 


honeſt, unprejudiced men, whom our 


Saviour choſe to be his conſtant com- 


panions and friends, who were almoſt 
always about his perſon, accompanied 


him in his tr avels, heard all his diſ. 
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courſes, ſaw all his miracles, and at- 
tended him through all the different 
ſcenes of his life, death; and reſurrec- 


tion, till the time of his aſcenſion into 


heaven. Theſe perſons were perfectly 

capable of judging whether the works 
vrhich they faw Jeſus perform were real 
miracles or not; they could tell wheth- 
er a perſon whom they had known to 
be blind all his life was ſuddenly re- 
ſtored to ſight by our Saviour's only 
| ſpeaking a word or touching his eyes; 
they could tell whether he did actually, 
in open day light, walk upon the ſea 
without ſinking, and without any viſi- 


ble ſupport; whether a perſon called 


Lazarus, whom they were well ac- 
quainted with, and whom they knew 
to have been four days dead and buri- 
ed, was raiſed to life again merely by 
Chriſt ſaying, Lazarus, ariſe. © 


— Ins n 


1360 On the Truth and Divine Origin 
In theſe, and other facts of this fort, 


they could not poſſibly be deceived: 


equally aſtoniſhing, they affirm that 
they themſelves actually ſaw performed 
by our Saviour. In conſequence of 
this, from being Jews, and of courſe 


 Krongly prejudiced againſt Chriſt and 


his outward appearance, which was the 
very reverſe of every thing they ex- 
pected in their Meſſiah, they became 


| his diſciples; and on account of their 
converſion, and more particularly on 


account of their aſſerting the truth of 
his miracles and his reſurreQion, they 
endured for a long courſe of years the 
ſevereſt labors, hardſhips, ſufferings, 
and perſecution, that human nature 
could be expoſed to, and at laſt ſub - 


mitted to the moſt cruel and excruciat- 


ing deaths; all Which LOT might ea · 
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fly have avoided, if they would 
have faid that Chriſt was not the Son 
of God, that he never worked any mir- 
acles, and never roſe from the dead. 
Yet this they refuſed to fay, and were } 
content to die rather than ſay it.*® k 


IJ not this giving the ſtrongeſt proof 3 up 
of their ſincerity, and of the reality 
of Chriſt's miracles, that human na- 
ture and human teſtimony are capable 
of giving. The concurrent and uncon- 
tradicted teſtimony of twelve ſuch wit- 
neſſes is, according to all the rules of 
evidence, ſufficient to eſtabliſh the truth 
of any one fact in the world, however 
extraordinary, however miraculous. - 


- 


I there had been any 8 
— Gwen in the way of theſe 


* No man ever laid down his life for the hon- 
or of Jupiter, Neptune, or Apollo; but how ma- 
ny thouſands have ſealed their chriſtian teſtimony 
with their blood ? Beattie, v. 2. 
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men; if they had been | bribed, like 
the followers of Mahomet, with ſenſual 
indulgencies; or, like Judas Iſcariot, 
with a ſum of money, one ſhould not. 
have been much ſurpriſed at their per- 
ſiſting, for a time at leaſt;4in 2 premed- 
itated falſehood. But when we know 
that, inſtead of any of theſe allure- 
ments being held out to them, their 
maſter always foretold to them, and 
they themſelves ſoon found by experi- 
ence, that they could gain nothing, 
and muſt loſe every thing in this world, 
by embracing Chriſtianity ; it is utter- 
ly impoſſible to account for their em- 
bracing it on any other ground than | 
their conviction of its truth from the 
miracles which they ſaw. In fact, muſt 
they not have been abſolutely mad to 
have incurred voluntilary fo much miſ- 
ery, and ſuch certain deſtruction, for 


42 - 
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aflirming things to be true which they 


knew to be falſe ; more eſpecially as 
their own religion taught: them, that 
they would be puniſhed moſt ſeverely 
in another. world, as well as in this, 


for ſo wicked a fraud? Is it uſual for 


men thus to ſport with their own hap- 
pineſs, and their very lives, and to 
bring upon themſelves, with their eyes 
open, ſuch dreadful evils, without any 
reaſon m the world, and without the 
leaſt poſſible benefit, advantage, credit, 


or pleaſure reſulting from it-? Where 


have you ever heard of any inſtance 
of this ſort ? Would any twelve men 
you ever knew, eſpecially men of cred- 


it and character, take it into their 


heads to aſſert that a certain perſon in 
the neighborhood raiſed a dead man to 
life, when they knew that no ſuch 


thing had ever happened ; and that 
3 


[ 


2 : * 
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they would all, with one conſent, fuf. 
fer themſelves to be put to death rather 
than confeſs that they had told a lie? 
Such a thing never happened fince the 


be, in itſelf, a greater miracle than any 
of thoſe that are recorded in the goſ- 


pel. 


It is certain then (as certain as any 
thing can be that depends on human 
teſtimony) that real miracles were 
wrought by Chriſt ; and as no mira- 
cles can be wrought but by the power 
of God, it is equally certain that Chriſt 
and his religion drew their origin from 
God,* 


* On the clear and evident marks of diſcrimin- 
ation between the real miracles of the goſpel and 
the pretended miracles of paganiſm and of popery, 
ſee Biſhop Douglas's Criterion, and Dr. Paley's 


moſt maſterly obſervations, in his View of the Evi- 


dences of Chriſtianity, prop. i. ch. il. b. i. Pp. 329. 
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PROPOSITION XII. 


Tux reſurrection of our Lord from the 
dead, is a fact fully proved by the cleareſt 
evidence, and is the ſeal and confirmation of 
His divinity and of the truth of his religion. 


Tu reſurrection of Chriſt being 
one of thoſe miracles which are records 
ed in the goſpel, the truth of it is, in 
fact, already proved by what has been 
advanced reſpecting thoſe miracles in 
the preceding article. But it is an 
event ſo ſingular in its nature, and ſo 
infinitely important in its conſequences, 
that it well deſerves to be made the 
ſubject of a diſtinct propoſition. | 


After our Saviour's crucifixion, Jo- 
ſeph of Arimathea, we are told, laid 
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the body in his own new tomb, hewn 
out of a, rock, and rolled a great ſtone 
to the door of the ſepulchre. In order 
to ſecure themſelves againſt any fraud, 
the Jews deſired the Roman governor, 
Pilate, to grant them a band of ſoldiers 
to guard the ſepulchre, leſt, as they 
ſaid, the diſciples ſhould come by 
night and ſteal the corpſe away. Pi- 
late's anſwer was in theſe words, Ve 
have a watch, go your way, make it as 
ſure as you can : ſo they went and 
made the ſepulchre ſure, ſealing the 
ſtone, and ſetting a watch.”* The 
Evangeliſt then proceeds to relate the 
great event of the reſurrection with 
that ingenuous and natural ſimplicity 
which characterizes the ſacred hiſtori- 
ans, and which carries upon the face of 
it every mark of ſincerity and truth. 


* Matth. xxvii. 65, 66. 
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& In the end of the ſabbath; as it be- 
gan to dawn towards the firſt day of 
the week, came Mary Magdalen, and 
the other Mary, to ſee the ſepulchre. 
And behold there was a great earth- 
quake ; for the Angel of the Lord de- 
| ſcended from heaven, and rolled back 
the ſtone from the door, and fate upon 
it. His countenance was like lightning, 
and his raiment white as ſhow. And 
for fear of him the keepers did ſhake, 
and became as dead men. And the 
Angel of the Lord anſwered, and faid 
unto the women, Fear not ye; fort 
know that ye ſeek Jefus that was cruci- 
fied. He is not here, for he is riſen 
from the dead ; .and behold he goeth 
before you into Gahlee, there ye ſhall 
ſee him. Lo! I have told you. And 
as they went to tell his diſciples, be- 
hold, Jeſus met them, ſaying, All hail ; 
| M 2 | 
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and they came and held him by the 
feet, and worſhipped him. Then ſaid 
Jeſus unto them, Be .not afraid ; go 
tell my brethren, that they go into 
Galilee, and there they ſhall ſee me. 
Now, when they were going, behold 
ſome of the watch came into the city, 
and ſthewed unto the chief prieſts all 
that was done. And when they were 
aſſembled with the elders, and had tak- 
en council, they gave large money un- 
to the ſoldiers, ſaying, Say ye, his diſ- 
ciples came by night, and ſtole him 
away while we ſlept ; and if this come 
to the governor's ear, we will perſuade 
him and ſecure you. So they took the 
money, and did as they were taught ; 
and this ſaying is commonly reported 
among the Jews unto this day.”* 


* Matth. xxvii!. 1, 16. 
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Such is the relation of this wonder- 
ful fa& given by St. Matthew, which 
comprehends not only his own account. 
of it, but that alſo which was circulated 


in oppoſition to it by the chief prieſts , 


and rulers of the Jews. Here then we 


have fairly before us the two different. 


repreſentations of this event by the 


friends and by the enemies of Chriſt ; 


of which the former aſſerts that it was 
a real reſurrection, the other that it was 
a fraud; and between theſe two we 
muſt form our opinions, for no third 
ſtory has been ſet up, that we know of, 
by any one. 


One thing is agreed on by both ſides, 
viz, that the body was not to be found 


in the ſepulchre. It was gone; and 


the queſtion is, by what means ? The 
ſoldiers gave out that the diſciples 
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« came by night, while they flept, and 
ſtole it away.” But it is not very eaſy 
to underſtand how the ſoldiers could 
depoſe to any thing that paſſed while 
they were faſt aſleep ; they could not 
poſſibly tell in what manner the body 
was ſtolen away, or by whom. Nor, 
conſidering the extreme ſeverity of the 
Roman military diſcipline, is it credible, 
that if they had been aſleep, they would 
have confeſſed it. For it was certain 
death to a Roman ſoldier to be found 
fleeping upon guard. Nothing could 
have prevailed upon them to make ſuch 
a declaration as that, but a previous 
promiſe of impunity and reward from 
the Jewiſh rulers ; a plain proof that 
they had been tampered with, and that 
it was a concerted A 


In the next place, ſuppoſing the ſtory 
true, of what uſc could the dead body 
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be to the diſciples ? It could not prove 
to them, or to others, that their maſter 
was riſen from the dead ; on the con- 


trary, it muſt have been a ſtanding and 


2 viſible proof of the contrary. It muſt 
convince them that he, inſtead of being 


the deliverer they expected, was an im- 


poſtor, and they moſt cruelly deceived. 
And why they ſhould chuſe to keep in 
their poſſeſſion, and to have continually 


before their. eyes a lifeleſs corpſe, which 


completely blaſted all their hopes, and 
continually reminded them of their 
bitter diſappointment, 1s ſomewhat dit- 
ficult to be imagined. 


Ihe tale then, told by the ſoldiers, 
is, upon the very face of it a groſs and 
clumſy forgery. The conſequence is, 


that the account given by St. Matthew 


is the true one, For if the body was 
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actually gone (an acknowledged point 
on all ſides) and if it was not, as we 
have proved, ſtolen away by the diſci- 
ples, there are but two poſſible ſuppo- 


fitions remaining; either that it was 


taken away by the Jews and Romans, 
or that it was raiſed to life again by the 
power of God. If the former had been 
the caſe, i it could only have been for the 


purpoſe of confronting and convicting 


the diſciples of falſchood and fraud by 
the production of the dead body. But 
the dead body was not produced. It 


was, therefore, as the goſpel affirms, 


raiſed from the grave, and reſtored to 
life. There is no other conceivable al- 
ternative left. „„ 


And that this was actually the caſe, 
is proved by our Lord's appearing, af- 
ter his reſurrection, not only to the 
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two women who came firſt to the ſe- 
pulchre, but to the two diſciples going 
to Emmaus, and to the diſciples aſſem- 
bled together at two different times, 
and to all the apoſtles, and to above 
5o0 brethren, at once. And he not 
only appeared to them ſilently, but he 
talked and ate with them; he ſhowed 
them his hands and his feet; he made 
them handle him; he held ſeveral long 
converſations with them z and, at laſt, 
aſcended up into heaven in their ſight. 


Theſe were things of which the plain- 
eſt and moſt ignorant men could judge. 
It was impoſſible for them to be deceive... 


ed in an object with which they were E 


well acquainted, and which preſented 
Itſelf to all their ſenſes. 


©. 7 4% 
SC +4 


But there 10 another moſt deethve- 
proof, ariſing from their own conduct, 
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that they were perfectly convinced of 
the reality af our Lord's reſurrection. 


It appears that the apoſtles were far 
from being men of natural courage and 
firmneſs of mind. When our Lord was 
apprehended, all his diſciples, we are 
told, forſook him, and fled. Peter fol- 
lowed him afar off, and went into a 
hall in the palace of the high prieſts, 
where the ſervants warmed themſelves, 
and being there charged with being a 
diſciple of Jeſus, he peremptorily deni- 
ed it three times with vehemence and 
with oaths. It does not appear that 
any of his diſciples attended in the 
judgment hall to aſſiſt or to ſupport 
him; and when he was crucified, the 
only perſons that ventured to ſtand near 
his croſs were his mother, and two or 
three other women, and St. John. 
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They all, in ſhort, appeared diſmayed 
and terrified with the fate of their maſ- 
ter, afraid to acknowledge the ſlighteſt 
connexion with him, and utterly una- 
ble to face the dangers that ſeemed to 
menace them. But, immediately after 
the reſurrection of their Lord, a moſt 
aſtoniſhing change took place in their 
conduct. From being the moſt timid of 
men, they ſuddenly became courage- 
ous, undaunted, and intrepid ; they 
boldly preached that very Jeſus whom 
but a ſhort time before they had deſert- 
ed in his greateſt diſtreſs ; and although 
his crucifixion was freſh before their 
eyes, and they had reaſon to expect the 
fame or a ſimilar fate, yet they per- 
ſiſted in avowing themſelves his diſci- 
ples, and told the Jews publicly, that 


God had made that ſame Jeſus whom 
9 
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they had cruciked both Lord and 
Chriſt,”* and when they were brought 
before the rulers and clders to be ex- 
amined reſpecting the lame man whom 
they had cured at the gate of the tem- 
ple, © Be it known unto you all (ſaid 
they) and to all the people, of Iſrael, 
that, by the name of Jeſus Chriſt of 
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, and 
whom God raiſed from the dead, even 
by him does this man ſtand here be- 
fore you all. This is the Kone that 
was ſet at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head ſtone of the 
corner; neither is there ſalvation in 


any other; for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby w ane be ſaved. f 

* Acts ii. 36. 


t 
$ Acts, iv. 10,11, 12 


2 nm 
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And when a ſecond time they were 


brought before the council, and for- 


bidden to teach in the name of Jeſus, 
their anſwer was, We ought to obey 


God rather than man. And when 


they were again reprimanded, and 
threatened, and beaten, yet they ceaſ- 
ed not in the temple, and in every 
houſe, to teach and to preach Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and with great power gave 
the apoſtles witneſs of the refurrection 
of the Lord Jeſus.”* 


In what manner now ſhall we ac- 


count for this ſudden and moſt fingu- 


lar change in the diſpolition, and as it 
were in the very conſtitution, of the 


Apoſtles. If Chriſt had not riſen from 


* Acts, v. 29. 42. Acts, iv. 33. 
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the grave, and his dead body was in 

the poſſeſſion of his diſciples, was this 
calculated to inſpire them with aftec- 

tion for their leader, and with courage 

to preach a doctrine which they knew 

to be falſe ? Would it not, on the con- 

trary, have increaſed their natural tim- 
zdity, deprefled their ſpirits, extinguiſh- 
ed all their zeal, and filled them with 
indignation and horror againſt a man 
who had ſo groſsly deceived them, and 
robbed them under falſe pretences, of 
every thing that was dear and valuable 
to them in the world? Moſt unqueſ- 
tionably it would. Nor is it poſſible 
to account, in any rational way, for 
the ſtrange revolution which took place 
in their minds, ſo ſoon after their maſ- 
ter's death, but by admitting that they 
were fully perſuaded and ſatisſied that 
he role alive from the grave, | 
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It may be ſaid, perhaps, that this 
perſuaſion was the effect, not of irreſiſt- 
ible evidence, but of enthuſiaſm, which 
made them fancy that ſome viſionary 
phantom, created ſolely by their ./ m 
heated imagination, was the real body 
of their Lord reſtored to life. But 
nothing could be more diſtant from 
enthuſiaſm than the character and con- 
duct of theſe men, and the cour- 
age they manifeſted, which was perfect. 
ly calm, ſober, collected, and cool. 
But what completely repels this ſuſpic- 
ion is, that their bittereſt adverſaries 
never once accuſed them of enthuſiaſm, 
but charged them with a crime which 
was utterly inconſiſtent with it, fraud 
and theft; with ſtealing away the 
body from the grave. And if they 
did this, if that dead body was actually 
before their eyes, how was it poſhble 
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for any degree of enthuſiaſm ſhort of 
madneſs (which was never alledged 
againſt them) to miftake a dead body 
for a living man, whom they ſaw, and 
touched, and converſed with? No ſuch 
inſtance of enthaſiaſm ever occurred in 
the world. 


The refurreftion of our Lord be- 
ing thus eſtabliſhed on the firmeſt 
grounds, it affords an unanſwerable 
proof of the truth of our Saviour's 
pretenſions, and, conſequently, of the 
truth of his religion: for had he not 
been what he aſſumed to be, the Son 
of God, it is impoſſible that God ſhould 
have raiſed him from the dead, and 
thereby given his ſanction to an im- 
poſture. But as he did actually reſtore 
him to life, he thereby ſet his ſeal to 
the divinity which he claimed, and ac- 
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knowledged him, in the moſt public 
and authoritative manner, to be © his 
beloved Son, in whom he was well 
pleaſed.” * 41, 


And this evidence of our Lord's di- 
vine miſſion is of the more. import- 


ance, becauſe, our Saviour himſelf ap- 


pealed to it as the grand proof of his 
being ſent from heaven to inſtruct and 
to redeem mankind. For when he caſt 
the buyers and ſellers out of the tem- 
ple, and the Jews. required of him a 


ſign, that is, a miraculous proof, that 


he had the authority of God for doing 
thoſe things, his anſwer was, deſtroy 
this temple, (meaning his body) and 


in three days I will raiſe it up. When, 


therefore, he was riſen from the dead, 


his diſciples remembered that he had 


Matth. iii. 17. 
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ſaid this unto them; and they believed 
the ſcriptures, and the word which Jeſus 
had ſaid ;”* and they themſelves con- 
ſtantly referred to the reſurrection, 
more than to any other evidence, as 


the great foundation on which their 


faith was built. 


The reaſon for this, perhaps, was, 
that this great event contained in it- 
ſelf, at once, the evidence both of mir- 


acle and of prophecy. It was certain- 


ly one of the moſt ſtupendous mani- 


feſtations of divine power that could 


be preſented to the obſervation of 
mankind ; and it was, at the ſame 
time, the completion of two moſt re- 
markable prophecies; that of our Sav- 
iour's above mentioned, and that well 


known one of king David's, which St. 


* John ii. 19, 22. 
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Peter expreſsly applies to the reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt : Thou wilt not leave 
my ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer 


thy holy one to ſee corruption.“ 


* Pſalm xvi. 10. Acts, 11. 27. On this ſubject 


of Chriſt's reſurrection J muſt again refer my 


young readers to Dr. Paley, vol. ii. ch. ix. p. 209. 
and alſo to the concluſion of his work ; the force 


of which it ſeems to me ſcarce poſſible for an un- 
prejudiced reader to withſtand, , 
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CONCLUSION. 


'F'rzsz are the principal proofs of 
the truth of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Many others of a very ſatisfactory na- 
ture might be added ; but the queſtion 
may be ſafely reſted on thoſe that have 
here been ſtated. 


And when we collect them all to- 
gether into one point of view ; When 
we conſider the deplorable ignorance 
and inconceivable depravity of the 
heathen world before the birth of 
Chriſt, which rendered a divine inter- 
poſition eſſentially neceſſary, and there- 
tore highly probable ; the appearance 
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of Chriſt upon earth, at the very time 
when his preſence was moſt want- 


ed, and when there was a general ex- 
pectation throughout the Eaſt, that 
ſome great and extraordinary perſon- 
age Was ſoon to come into the world; 
the tranſcendent excellence of our 
Lord's character, fo infinitely beyond 
that of every other moral teacher; 
the calmneſs, the compoſure, the digni- 
ty, the integrity, the ſpotleſs ſanctity of 
his manners, ſo utterly inconfiſtent 
with every idea of enthuſiaſm or im- 
poſture ; the ſublimity and import- 
ance of his doctrines; the conſum- 
mate wiſdom and perfect purity of his 
moral precepts, far exceeding the nat- 
ural powers of a man born in the ham- 
bleſt ſituation, and in a remote and 
obſcure corner of the world, with- 
out learning, education, languages, or 
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books; the rapid and aſtoniſhing prop- 


agation of his religion, in a very ſhort 


{pace of time, through almoſt every 
region of the Eaſt, by the ſole efforts 


of himſelf and a few illiterate fiſher- 


men, in direct oppoſition to all the 


power, the authority, the learning, the 
philoſophy, the reigning vices, preju- 
dices, and ſuperſtitions of the world; 


the complete and marked oppoſition, 
in every eſſential point, between the 
character and religion of Chriſt and 
the character and religion of Mahomet, 
exactly ſuch as might be expected be- 
tween truth and falſehood; the mi- 
nute deſcription of all the moſt material 
circumſtances of his birth, life, ſuffer- 


ings, death, and reſurrection, given by 


the ancient prophets many hundred 


years before he was born, and exactly 


fulfilled in him, and him only, point- 
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ing him out as the Meſſiah of the Jews 
and the redeemer of mankind ; the va- 
rious prophecies delivered by Chriſt 
himſelf, which were all punctually ac- 
compliſhed, more eſpecially the deſtruc-⸗ 
tion of Jeruſalem by the Romans ; the 
many aſtoniſhing miracles wrought by 
Jeſus, in the open face of day, before 
thouſands of ſpectators, the reality of 
which is proved by multitudes of the 
moſt unexceptionable witneſſes, who 
ſealed their teſtimony with their blood, 
and was even acknowledged by the 
earlieſt and moſt inveterate enemies of 
the goſpel; and, laſtly, that moſt aſton- 
iſhing and well authenticated miracle 
of our Lord's reſurrection, which was 
the ſeal and confirmation of his own 
divine origin, and that of his relig- 
ion; when all theſe various evidences 
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are brought together, and impartially 
weighed, it ſeems hardly within the 
power of a fair and ingenuous mind to 
reſiſt the impreſſion of their united 
force. If ſuch a combination of evi- 

dence as this is not ſuſſicient to ſatisfy 
an honeſt inquirer into truth, it is ut- 
terly impoſſible that any event, which 
paſſed in former times, and which we 
did not fee with our own eyes, can 
ever be proved to have happened, by 
any degree of teſtimony whatever. It 
may ſafely be affirmed, that no inſtance 
can be produced of any one fact or 
event, faid to have taken place. in paſt 
ages, and eſtabliſhed by ſuch evidence 
as that on which the chriſtian revela- 
tion reſts, that afterwards turned out 
to be falſe. We challenge the enemies 
of our faith to bring forward, it they 
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can, any ſuch inſtance. If they cannot 
(and we know it to be impoſſible) we 
have a right to ſay, that a religion, 
ſupported by ſuch an extraordinary 
accumulation of evidence, muſt be 
true; and that all men, who pretend 
to be guided by argument and by 
proof, are bound, by the moſt ſacred 
obligations, to receive the religion of 
Chriſt as a real revelation from God. 
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